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in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 7 


Start your own 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits. 
z Sines 


money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


lig cadimede : 
making business! 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’. .. all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.” 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists T 
throughout the country. In fact, it’snotun- 42h 
usual for a good small engine man to be ee, 4 
three to four weeks behind inthe summer —*” 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own, 


No experience necessary. 
You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can't go wrong. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


50702 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


fact-filled Y& 
There is NO OBLIGATION and 


FREE 
HOOMLET! eee ee 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50702 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 / FOLEY \ 


L] YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 

gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


Send TODAY 
for this 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 
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YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan, We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it... 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking on a roof- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp... and 
now .. . some have even been induced to take pills. . . 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won’t come off till you want it to! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
It’s an entirely new KIND of a product... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
sunlamp sitter or pill-taker. Swim with it. 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden,satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! 


We want to emphasize . .. INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin. Its dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers . -. plus an ingredient that 
adds a pigment developed with the aid of men's fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men. It contains elements that no other product 
of its kind has ever been able to boast before, It is indeed 
science's answer to a long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning process that takes no time at all and does away 
with tedious methods now practiced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much. And here’s one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is guaranteed ... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY . . . to be all we 
say... and to do all we promise .. . as fast as we say it 
will. All we want you to do is try dt, Spread a little on 


your skin. See how great it FEELS, Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber Jook. That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate, You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others. The glow of success. The appearance of well- 
being. And underneath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com: 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy of a 
rich, healthy tan by making them turn beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become, Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you've always wished for Fair skin or olive skin... 
INSTANTAN is for you, Wait till you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want you to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 
Just rub it on any part of your body, See how it sinks 
INTO your skin. How smoothly it spreads, How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 


Your friends will compliment you . . . and envy you. 


INSTANTAN js the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 
stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily 
WHEN YOU WANT IT TO. If that isn't something to 
shout about, we don’t know our miracles. . . and we've 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk, 


A personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN is offered through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder product to\you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time. The great success 
we have had with over a dozen new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratories, not to mention an enviable 
position among consumers. Our guarantee on all our 
products means a lot. 
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No more hours of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it. So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation, Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it. Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery. 


If you’re not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? How else can we convince you that 
we are 100% sincere when we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money. Our good 
reputation is at stake. 


| | NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC, Dept. 4ow! 
P.O. BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 I 
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INTRODUCTION 


Returning to wrestling following 
getting back into the rugged routine. 


ELCOME TO THE Winter 1985 

edition of Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated Annual, bringing you all the 
action-packed stories, excitement, 
and reports on top wrestling stars 
that you need to get you through 
these rugged back-to-school weeks. 

Our issue starts off with a Press 
Conference with Bob Backlund 
(page 8) that originally appeared in 
our May 1985 edition. Backlund, a 
former WWF champion, continues 
to wrestle not only the top stars of 
the AWA, but that past life as cham- 
pion that continues to hold him 
back from being the complete suc- 
cess he could be in the AWA. In this 
Press Conference, Backlund candidly 
discusses his association with the 
AWA and his past career in the 
WWF. 

In our October 1985 issue, “King’s 
Court” (page 20) by Editor-in-Chief 
Peter King reported some sad news: 
the death of Dan Shocket. Many of 
you undoubtedly followed Dan's 
opinions in the pages of PW/ over 
the years, and whether you agreed 
or disagreed with him, you had to 
recognize that his was a_ brutally 
open and candid writing style. He 
had many enemies and many 


a lengthy layoff, Bob 


Backlund experienced a great deal of difficulty 


= 


minent. While “Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A.” has unfortunately deteriorat- 
ed to highlight just AWA stars, there 
is always the hope for an AWA-NWA 
title unification bout. “Rick Martel 
Challenges Ric Flair: ‘Let’s Have One 
World Champion!’ (page 22) shows 
that both the AWA and the NWA 
world champions would welcome 
just such a match. 

Our February 1985 issue included 
an examination of the Dusty Rhodes- 
Tully Blanchard feud. At the time, 
we could hardly have imagined that 
the feud would grow to the gargan- 
tuan proportions that it is today. 
‘Tully Blanchard Tells Dusty Rhodes: 
‘Get Lost Or Get Hurt!’” (page 24) 
highlights a threat by the Superbrat 
that Dusty obviously did not follow. 
And today, neither man has gotten 
lost—though both have been hurt 
quite a bit by this feud! 

A cover story in our February 1984 


Above left: AWA champion Rick Martel would very much like to settle the problem of multiple 


world championships (page 22). Above right: The Tully Blanchard-Dusty Rhodes feud has reached an 


unprecedented level of violence (page 24). 
friends, as do most authors in the 
public eye. He was a mainstay of 
PWI for many years, and he will be 
sorely missed. 

Back in our October 1984 issue, 
the development of a combined 
NWA and AWA promotion was im- 


issue took a look at “Greg ‘The 
Hammer’ Valentine: Wrestling’s Sav- 
age Genius” (page 26). Since that sto- 
ry appeared, Valentine has had two 
managers (Capt. Lou Albano and 
Jimmy Hart), and enjoyed a reign as 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
innermost thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 


Bob Backlund is greeted by the fans before one of his return matches for Pro Wrestling U.S.A. 
Backlund says that WWF promoters tried to convince him that he was no longer popular with the 
fans, 


For six years, from the beginning 
of 1978 to the end of 1983, the name 
of Bob Backlund was virtually synon- 
ymous with the WWF heavyweight 
title. 

On February 20, 1978, Backlund 
defeated Superstar Graham in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden for 
the WWF championship, defending 
the title successfully until December 
26, 1983, in Madison Square Garden, 
when The Iron Sheik. won the 
championship. 

Backlund’s loss to the Sheik was 
controversial for two reasons: First, 
Sheik had attacked Backlund several 
days earlier, injuring his shoulder 
and making him easy prey for the 
camel clutch. Second, Arnold Skaa- 
land, Backlund’s manager, threw in 
the towel when Backlund was being 
held in the camel clutch, reportedly 
afraid for Backlund’s safety. Back- 
lund, however, claims that he could 
have withstood the pain of the hold 
and gone on to complete a success- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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“I'm over 50.and | thought my fat and 
flab was with me for life... SYNO- 
METRICS “burned” it off in only 7 
days. In fact results came so fast | 
had to cut my daily 7 minute workout 
to 5 minutes to slow down the slim- 
ming process. It's the most amazing 
method I've ever tried... and I’ve tried 


just about every gadget and gimmick 
I've seen in magazines and TV.” 


TENSION RING! 
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Tension Control 
To Speed Results! 
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IN JUST 7 SHORT MINUTES A DAY with the ‘miracle’ of 
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embarrassing fat and flab... 
lean, trim, handsome body! 


IKE BERGER explains 
SYNOMETRICS™...the new 
EASY speed method for figure 
beauty 


What is SYNOMETRICS? You've prob- 
ably heard about the Isotonic and Iso- 
metric principle of body dynamics for 
years. Each method has its own be- 
lievers and supporters. | used BOTH 
methods in my daily training. Finally, | 
developed a special exercise unit that 
employed BOTH methods AT THE SAME 
TIME in one device. The effect was sim- 
ply amazing. | was able to keep in trim, 
slim shape in only a fraction of the time 
| previously needed! 


The Science of SYNOMETRICS 
| later learned the scientific reason for 
this amazing result. It's called SYNER- 


to reveal a brand new rock-hard, 


GISM—meaning that when you combine 
two methods the result is greater than 
the both of them separately. | now called 
my new discovery SYNOMETRICS and 
developed a special exercise unit ! call 
the SPEED SHAPER. And that’s just what 
it is...a speed method to give you re- 
sults in minutes, NOT hours! Now... build 
yourself a ‘‘fantastic looking body” with 
the incredible SYNOMETRICS — the in- 
vention that works on the exciting new 
scientific concept of ISOTONIC + ISO- 
METRIC. 


What is the SPEED SHAPER? 
Ingeniously designed, in an amazingly 
compact slimming & shaping discovery. 
@ No doorknobs needed @ Adjust tension 
to your own needs, for any age ® Slip 
into pocket or purse (5 oz.)—fits any- 
where! 
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Introducing IKE BERGER 
Olympic Champion 
Olympic Gold medal winner (U:S. team) 
weightlifting * World Champion (three 
times) ° Pan American Games Cham- 
pion (twice) * National Champion (12 
times) « Elected to Hall of Fame. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 8) 


“They can take the belt away from me, but they can’t take the 
title away. You have to be pinned or submit. If 1 got beat one- 
two-three, or if | gave up in the middle of the ring, I'd have said, 
‘Okay, I’m gonna go home.’ "’ 


ful title defense against the Sheik 
had Skaaland not intervened. 

Recently, Backlund appeared in an 
interview on a brand-new wrestling 
television program, Pro Wrestling 
USA, aired in the New York area. 
The program is unique because it 
features top stars from both the 
NWA and AWA. And while Backlund 
didn’t wrestle on any of the pro- 
gram’s first four installments, there 
are hopes that he will return to 
steady competition sometime soon. 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated Senior 
Editor Bill Apter spoke with Back- 
lund about that controversial title 
loss, the recent changes in his wres- 
tling career, and his plans for the 
immediate future. 


BILL APTER: First of all, Bob, why did 
you leave the World Wrestling 
Federation? 

BOB BACKLUND: Because | was told 
that what | do is not worth doing. 
APTER: Could you elaborate on. that? 
BACKLUND: Well, | was told two 
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things. | was told the things | do aren't 
worth doing, and | was told my mor- 
als were too high. And | wasn’t going 
to change my morals for anybody. I’m 
gonna keep my morals high. I like 
making a good living, but my morals 
and my standards are more important 
than making X-amount of dollars. 
APTER: Let's discuss the match in 
which you lost the WWF title to The 
Iron Sheik. You have recently stated 
that since you were not pinned and 
did not submit on your own that the 
title was unfairly taken from you. 
BACKLUND: Well, | felt that 1 didn’t 
lose the championship, | felt that 1 lost 
the belt. They can take the belt away 
from me, but they can’t take the title 
away. You have to be pinned or you 
have to submit, and that’s been the 
rule in professional wrestling as long 
as I’ve been in it. Anybody that’s ever 
lost the title since the WWF has start- 
ed has lost by a pin or submission. If | 
got beat one-two-three, or if | gave up 
in the middle of the ring, I’d have 
said, ‘Okay, I’m gonna go home, I’m 


gonna start training harder, I’m gonna 
try to figure out what mistake | made.’ 
But that didn’t happen. | still feel like | 
have the title. | just don’t have the 
belt. 
APTER: Do you blame your manager 
of the time, Arnold Skaaland, for 
having the match stopped? 
BACKLUND: Well, he threw the towel 
in. He felt that the match should stop. 
But that’s not the way | felt. 
APTER: Could you have continued? 
BACKLUND: Well, we'll never know 
that. I’ve always been able to get out 
of holds one way or another. That 
question will never be answered, But 
the one thing that kind of puzzles me 
is, you know, that could have been a 
towel from anybody. How did they 
know Arnold Skaaland threw the tow- 
el in? Around the ring in Madison 
Square Garden. there’s probably 15 
people that have Bob Backlund towels. 
APTER: So you never saw Arnold 
Skaaland throw the towel in? 
BACKLUND: No, no. But I wasn’t 
(Continued on page 12) 
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really thinking about that, Out of the 
corner of my eye | could see a towel 
coming in. But geez, there’s no way | 
wanted the match to stop. There’s no 
way that I was gonna give up. | was 
gonna fight and try to get out of it. 
APTER: That's history right now. The 
next step was that you wanted a re- 
match with The Iron Sheik, of 
course, and you were told ... what? 
BACKLUND: | never wrestled The 
Iron Sheik, | never got to wrestle him. 
I had an injury, and they told me that 
| was injured too bad, But | wrestled 
the Saturday before and the day after. 
APTER: The day after you lost the 
title? 

BACKLUND: Yes. They only took me 
out of the one match. 

APTER: Who was your opponent af- 
ter The Iron Sheik? 

BACKLUND: \'m not sure, I’d have to 
look in my book, but | had to wait till 
February 4 before | took some time 
off. And that was January 23 when 
they took me out of that match. 
APTER: Now why did they take you 
out of that match? What did they tell 
you? 

BACKLUND: They said because of my 
injury. And | said, ‘Well, take me out 
of all the other matches and leave me 
in that one,’ because that was the 
most important match of my career at 
the time. 

APTER: Did you feel you would have 
been 100 percent for that rematch 
had it taken place? 

BACKLUND: There was still some 
soreness in my arm, but not enough to 
warrant taking me out of the match. 
APTER: You were confident you 
could have beaten the Sheik? 
BACKLUND: | was confident that he 
was not gonna beat me, and | was 
gonna either get a chance to wrestle 
him again or beat him that night. 
APTER: At that time, Hulk Hogan 
came to the WWF and you started 
to team with him in various arenas. 
You've never wrestled much in tag 
team matches. What was. your feel- 
ing toward this situation? 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 10) 


The Iron Sheik and ‘Ayatollah’ Freddie Blassie celebrate their winning of the WWF title, as the 


nd 


fallen Bob Backlund is checked by the ringside physician and his manager, Arnold Skaaland, who 


minutes earlier had thrown in the towel, 


BACKLUND: | didn’t really care to be 
in that situation. | was talked into it. 
And | didn’t realize what they were 
gonna do by taking me out of the 
match. | don’t know if this was 
planned ahead or not, by taking me 
out of the match and putting him in. 
APTER: What did you feel when 
Hulk Hogan got the shot as opposed 
to someone like Jimmy Snuka or 
Ivan Putski, two men who had been 
in the area for such a long time? 
BACKLUND: See, | wouldn't have 
wanted anybody—I wouldn't have 
wanted Snuka, | wouldn’t have wanted 
Putski, | wouldn’t have wanted my 
own brother to take my place in that 
match, But there’s a lot of people that 
have been in the WWF for a lot of 
years, and it seems like the guy that 
comes in and is in the WWF for two 
weeks doesn’t deserve a shot as much 
as a guy who's proved himself for the 
last, say, five years or three years or 
even 10 years. 

APTER: During the latter part of your 
six-year championship reign, you re- 
ceived a lot of criticism about wres- 
tling only rulebreakers. How did that 
criticism affect you? 


BACKLUND: Well, once again even if 
it’s me, if it’s anybody that has the 
belt, he doesn’t pick the people he 
wrestles; the federation picks the peo- 
ple. And | never said, ‘Hey | wanna 
wrestle this guy, | never wrestle this 
guy.’ [WWF promoter] Vince McMa- 
hon Sr. picked my opponents for me. 
APTER: Now a lot of the fans have 
said, for example, that when Jimmy 
Snuka had changed his ways, Bob 
Backlund never gave him a title shot. 
Did you want to wrestle him after 
you had those three spectacular 
matches with him at Madison 
Square Garden? 
BACKLUND: | would have wrestled 
anybody. It was not up to me. It was 
up to the WWF and it was up to 
Vince McMahon Sr. | never ever said | 
wanted to wrestle this man. They 
picked it for me. And if they had 
scheduled me with whoever it would 
be, Jimmy Snuka, Ivan Putski, The Iron 
Sheik ... no matter who it was, that’s 
who | wrestled. 
APTER: Let's discuss the three major 
titleholders right now, and your 
opinion on all three men, First of all 
(Continued on page 58) 
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Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each 
wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. 


TOP10 

1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
3—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
6—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX 
7—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
8—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris Island, SC 
9—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 

10—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


Rick Martel 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
Combned weight 367 pounce 
2—BARRY WINDHAM & MIKE ROTUNDO 


WWF World tag team cha 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 


3—-RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
NWA World team champions 
Combined weight: 453 Se 


4—TED DiBIASE & STEVE WILLIAMS 
Mid-South tag team champions 
Combined weight: 535 pounds 


S—OLE & & ARN ANDERSON 


team champions 
Canora Weight: 525 pounds 
6—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 
World Class tag team champions 


Combined sin 454 pounds 
TRICK RUDE & JESSE BARR 


roan perl weight: 489 pounds 

8—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
No. 1 contenders to National tag team title 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 

9—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF & IRON SHEIK 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
Combined weight: 607 ee 


10—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
Combined weight: 524 pounds 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to the regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current 
position of challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings). Most Popular 
and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA AWA 
World Champion: World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR RICK MARTEL 
243, Minneapolis, MN 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
1—MAGNUM T.A. 1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
245, Chesapeake, VA 310, Parris Island, SC 
2—DUSTY RHODES 2—MICHAEL HAYES 
302, Austin, TX 255, Marietta, GA 
3—BLACK BART 3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
301, Houston, TX 245, Beverly Hills, CA 
4—GINO HERNANDEZ 4—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
224, Houston, TX 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 5—GREG GAGNE 


275, Moscow, Russia 


6—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX — 


7—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 

8—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 

9—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


10—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


14 


220, Robbinsdale, MN 
6—JERRY BLACKWELL 

474, Stone Mountain, GA 
7—TERRY GORDY 

289, Chatanooga, TN 
8—RAY STEVENS 

243, San Francisco, CA 
9—BARON VON RASCHKE 

271, Germany 


10—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 


WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: 1—MAGNUM T.A. 
HULK HOGAN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
302, Venice Beach, CA 2—BLACK BART 
i—TITO SANTANA 301, Houston, TX 
245, Mission, TX 3—DUSTY RHODES 


2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HA 
3—GREG VALENTINE 

243, Seattle, WA 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
5—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 
6—RODDY PIPER 

231, Scotland 
7—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
8—JUNKYARD DOG 

260, New Orleans, LA 
9—JOHN STUDD 

364, Washington, DC 

10—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 


302, Austin, TX 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
5—DICK SLATER 

235, Tampa, FL 
6—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
7—MANNY FERNANDEZ 

245, El Paso, TX 
8—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
9—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

235, Boston, MA 

10—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM: 
260, Paradise Valley, AZ 


WORLD CLASS 
1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
2—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
4—CHRIS ADAMS 
230, Stratford, England 
5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
6—ONE MAN GANG 
468, Chicago, IL 
7—KILLER BROOKS 
235, Lancaster, TX 
8—KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
9—SCOTT CASEY 
242, San Antonio, TX 
10—MIKE VON ERICH 
220, Denton, TX 


MISSOURI 

1—JERRY BLACKWELL 

474, Stone Mountain, GA 
2—HARLEY RACE 

253, Kansas City, MO 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
4—BOB BACKLUND 

242, Princeton, MN 
5—MR. POGO 

255, Tokyo, Japan 
6—WAHOO McDANIEI. 

260, Midland, TX 
7—ICEMAN PARSONS 

232, St. Louis, MO 
8—BUTCH REED 

265, Kansas City, MO 
9—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 


10—BULLDOG BOB BROWN 
258, Winnipeg, Manitoba 


MID-SOUTH 

1—THE NIGHTMARE 

285, parts unknown 
2—DICK MURDOCH 

270, Waxahachie, TX 
3—THE SNOWMAN 

250, Memphis, TN 
4—BILL WATTS 

263, Oklahoma City, OK 
5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, New York, NY 
6—TED DIBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
7—STEVE WILLIAMS 

295, Tulsa, OK 
8—DUTCH MANTEL 

242, Oil Trough, TX 
9—JAKE ROBERTS 

243, Baton Rouge, LA 

10—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
225, Winter Haven, FL 


NORTHWEST 
1—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 
2—RICKY VAUGHAN 
245, Tampa, FL 
3—BOBBY JAGGERS 
265, Dunlap, KS 
4—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 
245, Hollywood, CA 
5—MEGA MAHARISHI 
260, Portland, OR 
6—STEVE SIMPSON 
220, Africa 
7—JERRY GREY 
233, Tampa, FL 
8—BILLY TWO EAGLES 
223, San Antonio, TX 


9—STEVE PARDEE 


FLORIDA 
1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
4—HECTOR GUERRERO 
243, Mexico 
5—JESSE BARR 
243, Portland, OR 
6—BUGSY McGRAW 
268, New York, NY 
7—SCOTT McGHEE 
220, Shipley, England 
8—MIKE GRAHAM 
229, Tampa, FL 
9—SWEET BROWN SUGAR 
233, Lake Dalls, TX 
10—RIP ROGERS 
238, Atlanta, GA 


MOST POPULAR 

1—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
4—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
5—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
6—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris Island, SC 
7—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 
8—JUNKYARD DOG 

260, New Orleans, LA 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 


232, San Mateo, CA 260, Midland, TX 

10—TIMOTHY FLOWERS 10—TITO SANTANA 

245, New York, NY 245, Mission, TX 
For period ended July 16, 1985 


1—BOTA 

270, Maori Islands 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—PHIL HICKERSON 

238, Jackson, TN 
4—JERRY OSKE 

243, Hartford, CT 
5—LORD JONATHAN BOYD 

255, Aucklund, New Zealana 
6—BRUISER BRODY 

300, Albuquerque, NM 
7—TOJO YAMAMOTO 

230, Tokyo, Japan 
8—RIP MORGAN 

250, Auklund, New Zealand 
9—BILLY TRAVIS 

218, Houston, TX 


10—BIG JOHN HARRIS 


525, South Africa 


MOST HATED 


1—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
3—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
5—GINO HERNANDEZ 

224, Houston, TX 
6—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
7—GREG VALENTINE 

243, Seattle, WA 
8—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
9—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HI 


10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 


235, Boston, MA 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 


WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 

caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 

December 1976/Stories include: 

Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 

January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 

Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Putski, Sheik, Race. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 

Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 

October 1977/Stories include; Andre, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 

November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 

ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 

December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 

Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 

Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 

Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 

November 1978/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 

December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Rhodes, Wrestling 1, Bravo. 

January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 

February 1979/Stories include: Race, 

Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 

Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 

perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 

Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 

vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 

yeaa Mascaras, Strongbow, 
arvin. 
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July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino, 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne, 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson, 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco, 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski, 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 


AUGUST 1985 


October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 


November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 


Heenan, Race, Backlund. 


February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 


Snuka, Santana, Albano. 


March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 


Funk, Duncum. 


April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 


Backlund, Mascaras. 


May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 


June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 


July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 


Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 


August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik, 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories inciude: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson, 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammanino Jr, Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

ber 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Knan, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Andre, Snuka. 


January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 


gan, Race, Humperdink. 


February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 


March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler. 


April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 


dre, Von Erich, Piper, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk, 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
li, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include; Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. - 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete. your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
faco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes; McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

June. 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Putski, Patera, Bruiser. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


OCTOBER 1982 


February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

duly 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Graham, Piper, Mascaras. 
October 1979/Stories include; Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

Feb 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tine, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 


wresiler 


SHES 


eR 
‘THE SN&KE"' 


AUGUST 1984 
August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
November 1980/Stories include; Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 


May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

‘Au 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes; Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndortt. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include; Von Ench, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A. 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


The world title controversy—settled, \n the Fall 1985 edition 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual, “Ratings Analysis’ solicit- 
ed reader mail regarding the question: “Should the WWF 
title be regarded as a world championship?” That “Ratings 
Analysis” examined arguments for and against recognizing 
Hulk Hogan as a world champion, in the same way that Ric 
Flair and Rick Martel are world champions. 

Mail flooded our office. 
And after hours upon 
hours of reading your let- 
ters regarding this champi- 
onship controversy, a deci- 
sion has been made; 

The WWF title will now 
be ‘regarded as a world 
championship, equal in sig- 
nificance to the NWA and 
AWA World —champion- 
ships. 

We anticipate a lot of 
‘reader reaction to come 
from this decision. Indeed, 
ad ad the editorial staff of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Annual continues to be split about 
whether this move should have been made, but we all agree 
on one thing: This was a democratic decision. Majority rules. 
And the majority of your mail (about 60 percent) came out in 
favor of recognizing Hogan as a world champion. 

So, in the ratings, in “Ratings Analysis,” and in the stories 
that you will read in Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual and its 
sister publications, the WWF heavyweight title and the WWF 
tag team title will be recognized as world championships. 

We are as interested in your reactions to this decision now 
as we were interested in your answers to the question made 
months ago. If you would like to voice your opinion on the 
WWF world championship controversy, we would like to 
hear from you. If reaction warrants, a future “Ratings Analy- 
sis” will be devoted entirely to your letters on the matter. 

Send your comments to: “WWF Ratings Analysis” clo Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Annual; Box 48; Rockville Centre; New 
York 11571. 


Stop me if you've heard this one before: The following letter 
came from Rich Wilson of Philadelphia: 

“1 love your ratings system and ‘Ratings Analysis,’ but how 
come the ‘Ratings Analysis’ is the same in Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated as it is in The Wrestler as it is in Sports Review 
Wrestling? Why don’t you do a different analysis for each 
magazine?” 

Actually, Rich, we try to make each “Ratings Analysis” as 
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different as possible, though you're right: There are similar- 
ities within each month's series of magazines. This is mainly 
due to the fact that some issues are very important and bear 
repeating from magazine to magazine, such as the WWF 
World title controversy above—and the point you bring up 
in your letter! Since many fans may only read one of the 
above-mentioned magazines, we want to make sure that 
everyone is filled in on the important developments. But 
you'll note that when we feature an extra category in our 
ratings, such as Polynesian Pacific ratings, the rankings 
change from issue to issue, depending on the deadline of 
when that particular issue went to press. 


Regarding the Russians: 
Time to clear up what 
has become a slight bit 
of confusion regarding 
our tag team ratings. 

“Ratings Analysis” has 
received a few letters re- 
garding the fact that for- 
mer NWA World tag 
team champions ivan 
and Nikita Koloff are in 
the ratings while the 
Von Erichs are not. “If 
your, policy is not to 
rank three-man tag teams, that’s understandable,” Alice 
Gorry of Dallas, Texas, wrote, “but as far as | know, the 
Koloffs are in a three-man team with Krusher Khrushchev. 
What's the difference between them and the Von Erichs?’’ 

Alice brings forth a valid question. The answer is that 
although the Koloffs and Khrushchev lay claim to the World 
six-man title, they also held—and currently are challenging 
for—the NWA tag team title in combinations of two. While 
technically there are three two-man combinations of the 
Koloffs and Khrushchev, we choose’ to rate what we feel is 
the best of those combinations: Ivan and Nikita Koloff. 

While the Von Erichs do break up into two-man teams 
quite frequently, they are spending the majority of their time 
trying to regain the World Class six-man title from Mark 
Lewin, Killer Brooks, and One Man Gang. 

Look for a future installment of ‘Ratings Analysis’ to pro- 
vide a top 10 listing of the best three-member tag teams\in 
the sport. 


Koloff, Khrushchev, & Koloff 


The address for mail: We always like to read your com- 
ments and questions about our ratings system. Send them 
to: “Ratings Analysis” clo Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual; 
Box 48; Rockville Centre; New York 11571. Ol 
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ET ME TELL you about Dan 

Shocket. 

Regular readers of our maga- 
zines know Dan Shocket as the 
“bad-guy columnist.” In fact, 
Dan’s columns have often de- 
fended “rulebreakers” while at- 
tacking “fan favorites.” Through 
the years, Dan’s columns have in- 
formed you, interested you, an- 
gered you, and pleased you. 

Dan Shocket worked for our 
wrestling magazines for more 
than 10 years. For the first five 
years, he virtually carried this 
company on his back: He was 
not only our chief reporter, but 
our number one writer as well. 
For the last five years, Dan has 
primarily been a _ columnist, 
where his unique viewpoints and 
style have made him one of the 
most-read wrestling writers in the 
world. 

While many of his viewpoints 
angered the mainstream wres- 
tling fan, | know Dan- always 
wrote what he believed to be the 
truth. Some fans cannot under- 
stand that when a wrestler breaks 
the rules to be successful, there 
may be underlying reasons for it. 
But Dan always believed that 
there was more to wrestlers than 
their being some sort of cartoon 
characters who only exist inside a 
wrestling ring. Dan knew that 


By Peter King 


DAN SHOCKET 
these men have families, and that 
these families must be fed. Dan 
never believed in penalizing 
someone simply because he was 
disliked by the majority of the 
wrestling fans. “Fans used to boo 
Mickey Mantle, too,” Dan always 
said. If a wrestler was hard-work- 
ing and had talent, Dan respect- 
ed him. 

At the same time, Dan also 
sneered at men who were pro- 
claimed “heroes.” He knew that 
they, too, were human beings. It 
made Dan angry when “mindless 
fans,” as he called them, thought 
a wrestler was a hero simply be- 
cause he was cheered in the ring. 

In a sentence, Dan looked be- 
yond the hype and into the 
souls. And he saw that all of 


these men were human beings, 
and not one of them was any 
better than another. 

This confused some fans who 
believed that wrestling was just 
black and white—good guy vs. 
bad guy. Some fans got angry. 
But all were forced to think. 

On May 4, Dan Shocket died 
after a two-year battle against 
cancer. He was only 35 years old. 
The week after he died, | opened 
a few letters that were addressed 
to Dan's “Off The Top Rope” col- 
umn. | was shocked. 

Some of the letters were criti- 
cal of Dan, of course, but many 
many more praised him. | 
couldn't believe the number of 
fans Dan had earned. One letter 
writer even wanted to start a fan 
club for Dan. But most echoed 
the sentiments of the letter writer 
who simply begged Dan to keep 
“telling the truth.’ 

For the last two years, despite 
battling constant pain, Dan never 
changed. He continued writing 
his columns, he continued being 
here when we needed him, and 
he continued being the wittiest 
man I’ve ever known; in short, 
he continued being Dan Shocket. 
And he kept telling us everything 
would be all right, because he 
didn’t want us to worry about 
him. 

Wrestling is a sport where, too 
often, undeserving men are 
deemed “heroes” by promoters 
simply because they can sell tick- 
ets. Dan criticized these men, 
sometimes with anger, some- 
times with sarcasm. | think his 
message was clear: Being a suc- 
cessful athlete doesn’t automati- 
cally make a man a hero. It takes 
more. 

Heroism and bravery are two 
of the greatest virtues of man- 
kind. They can’t be bestowed, 
they must be earned. In the end, 
Dan Shocket proved that he was 
braver than any wrestler alive, 
and more of a hero than all of 
them put together. Oo 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 85 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber” will get: 


@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 85, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 

; illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 


journalists! 
THE KOLOFES tons: ® Four issues per year of the only 
= THE ROAD Mr Begins! magazine with the full-color ‘‘Action 
“dae pe sarc FE Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
a magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 85 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $14.00, a savings of more than $3.00 off the newsstand price. 


a a a ee ee a ee ee 


| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 85 and Wrestling Superstars— | 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $14 as payment in full. 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $20. U.S. funds only) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


| 

| | 
| | 
| Make Check Payable And Send To: CO NEW ONLY | 
7 TV SPORTS $ : 

Boge NEWAL 1 4. 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 — RE | 
| A Savings Of More Than $3 | 
| | 
| Name 
: Address : 
| City State Zip | 
| | 
| | 


Rick Martel Challenges Ric Flair: 


“LET'S HAVE 


see ONE 
WORLD CHAMPION!” 
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By Joseph Bua 
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Since 1960, wrestling fans have been waiting for the one 
match that will reunite the two world titles and determine 
who is, indeed, the best wrestler in the world. lt is AWA 
World champ Rick Martel’s dream to become that man, and 
to realize this dream, he is willing to risk everything he’s 
worked so hard to accomplish 
22 


ICK MARTEL IS not the type 

of man who goes out of his 
way to get press coverage. With 
his talent and good looks, he 
doesn’t have to. That’s why I was 
confused when the AWA World 
champion called to tell me that he 
had a big story for me and that he 
would like me to come to his of 
fice. Rick just doesn’t do that sort 
of thing. 

“IT just got this from my law- 
yers,’ Martel said, handing me a 
manila envelope. 

I pushed the ends of the metal 
clasp together and pulled out a le- 
gal-sized document. It was a con- 
tract for a match. “What is all 
this?” I asked impatiently. 

“Keep reading,” he said. “Trust 
me. Just keep reading.” 

I’m the kind of person who, if I 
don’t have the time, will read only 
the last chapter of a mystery novel. 
I videotape my favorite TV shows 
so I can fast forward through the 
commercials when I watch them. I 
don’t like to waste time. So, I im- 
mediately skimmed to the end of 
the page. And there was my story. 

Martel had signed the contract 
where it was designated for him to 
do so. On the other side of the 
page was an empty space. Typed 
undemeath that space was the 
name Ric Flair. 

Staring at the page, I nodded in 
approval. “Don’t you think it’s 
about time?” Martel asked with 
the light of excitement flashing in 
his eyes. Indeed it is. The last time 
there was one universally recog- 
nized world heavyweight champi- 
on was in 1960, before a group of 
Midwestern promoters banded to- 
gether to form the American 
Wrestling Association. 

“Does Flair know about this?” I 
asked Martel. 

“Not yet. He’s in Japan,” the 
AWA champion said. 

“When? Where? Who’s the pro- 
moter?” I pointed out to Rick that 
there would have to be a lot of 
details worked out before a match 
of this magnitude could take 


Martel locks up Nick Bockwinkel’s arm (above) and hiprolls the former AWA champion (below). 


Rick feels the time has come to unite the AWA and NWA world titles, and he has issued a challenge 


to Ric Flair. 


place. There have been times over 
the years that both the NWA and 
AWA champions have wanted to 
unify their titles, but the terms of 
the contract could not be agreed 
upon. 


“Nothing’s worked out,” Martel 


said. ‘Flair doesn’t even know 
about it. I shouldn’t have even told 
you before Flair found out, but I 
Was so excited about it I had to 

(Continued on page 54) 
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6 GIPIUHERE WAS A guy I used 

to see all the time who 
came to all of our football games 
at West Texas State,” Tully Blan- 


chard recounted. “Every home 
game he was there with his West 
Texas State banner, rooting us on 


as we won game after game, 
week after week, my quarterback- 
ing leading the team to blowout 
victory after blowout victory. 
“Finally at the end of the year, 
during our victory party, he came 
over to me and introduced himself 


as a former quarterback on the 
West Texas State football team. 
“*You’re a very good quarter- 
back, he told me. ‘You’re very 
smart. You think well on your feet.’ 
A lot of people told me that, be- 
cause, well, it was true. Then, this 


guy started telling me about this 
offensive lineman who played a 
few years before me. ‘This guy 
was stupid. You would not believe 
it, he said. ‘On every first-and-goal 
play his senior year, he went off- 
side. Once, and I wasn’t there, but 


‘T’ve heard the story, he tackled his 


own running back.’ We were both 
on the floor laughing at that one. 

“That offensive lineman was Vir- 
gil Riley Runnels, better known as 
Dusty Rhodes, the stupidest man 
in the history of West Texas State. 


chestock 


os bY Eddie 


phot 


But,” Blanchard said, “the legacy 
continues, because Dusty is also 
the stupidest man in professional 

wrestling today.” 
Of course; Blanchard’s incredi- 
ble story is untrue, but it is not 
(Continued on page 62) 


Greg 


“The Hammer’’ 
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; | 
Valentine: 
Wrestling is no stranger to 
cruelty. It’s a sport where pain is 
an accepted fact. Some men excel 
at inflicting pain, men who can’t 
separate victory from brutality. 
And there is one man who has 


proven himself more savage than 
the rest. His story will shock you! 


VEN SITTING MOTIONLESS in 

his dressing. room before a 
match, Greg Valentine looks dan- 
gerous. The set features, stolidly 
confronting anyone and everyone, 
warns strangers not to approach. 
His is a miserly face; nothing prom- 
inent or inviting. His small eyes are 
cold, bullets buried in a hard skull. 
His whole expression is a dare no 
one would willingly wish to take. 

When he’s called to the ring for 
a match, Valentine’s body tenses. 
His mouth sets into an expression 
one is tempted to describe as a 
snarl, but it’s something crueler. En- 
ergy.comes into his eyes and his 
stare seems to consume you. He 
stands quickly in one fluid motion. 
Without hesitation, he strides out of 
the dressing room and into the 
ring. One can tell when he gets to 
the arena by the cacophony of 
boos that literally cause the stands 
to vibrate. Valentine doesn’t seem 
to notice. His total attention is fo- 
cused on the opponent waiting in 
the ring. 

During the match, Valentine 
gives the crowd a terrifying exhi- 
bition of wrestling savagery.’ He's 
more than cruel, for cruelty without 
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power is worthless. What is horrify- 
ing about Valentine is that his awe- 
some power is at the bidding of his 
inhuman cruelty. With brutality as 
the motivation and remarkable ath- 
letic skills as the means, Valentine’s 
matches become a study in terror. 

His opponents have called him 
many things, none of them compli- 
mentary. It is Roddy Piper who is 
the most serious critic, his rage 
tempered by thought. Piper under- 
stands that Valentine is much more 
than simply one of the most hateful 
and hated men in wrestling. 

“He's a savage genius,” Piper de- 
clares, “and I guess you could call 
part of that a compliment. He trains 


WRESTLI 
SAVAGE 
GENIUS 


inflict the most pain. He’s a student 
of cruelty, forcing himself to know 
where to hit hardest to cause the 
most damage. Now there are a lot 
of guys in wrestling who should be 
in a cage. The difference between 
them and Valentine is that Valen- 
tine works so much harder at being 
savage. He delights in discovering 
fine points to make himself that 
much more dangerous. The big 
mistake most wrestlers make is un- 
derestimating him. He’s a very sub- 
tle athlete.” 

Watching Valentine tear into an 
opponent proves Piper's point. 
When the man is at his evil best, 


his foe is almost assured a trip to 
the hospital. There is no one who 
can regularly defeat him. Wrestler 
after wrestler will tell you the man 
has no obvious weakness. 

He also knows no mercy. Even 
in his matches against young and 
inexperienced opponents, Valentine 
pushes himself to the limit. It has 
gotten to the point that most pro- 
moters won't let him take bouts 
against any but the best. Even’ if 
the young grappler begs—and they 
know a match against Valentine as- 
sures instant prominence—no pro- 
moter will allow it. They rightfully 
figure no kid should be destroyed 
by his own ambition—and Valen- 


Greg Valentine was given the nickname “The Hammer” for the damage he’s inflicted with 


his right elbow (above). But the elbowsmash is just one part of his savage attack. Valentine 
strangles Butch Reed (far left) and attempts to break Ric Flair’s ankle by slamming it into 


the ringpost (left). 


tine’s elbowsmash. 

It's the elbowsmash that has won 
Valentine the nickname of “The 
Hammer.” He leaps into the air and 
smashes it down on his opponent's 
body. His favorite target is his foe's 
head. This gives him the chance of 
knocking the man senseless and 
giving him a concussion. It is wrong 
to assume each elbowsmash has 
the same power behind it. Valen- 
tine can control just how much ‘he 
wishes to hurt an opponent. He can 
render a man _ semiconscious, 


thereby allowing him more time to 
brutalize the helpless but suppos- 
edly functioning opponent. He can 


“also hit just hard enough that the 


man becomes instinctively terrified 
for the rest of the match. No matter 
what happens, the man will invol- 
intarily cringe the moment Valen- 
tine’s elbow goes up. This allows 
Greg to get away with almost 
anything. 

Valentine is also a genius at 
breaking the rules without detec- 
tion. He manages to employ illegal 
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maneuvers for their most brutal ef- 
fect time and time again. Even the 
best referees admit they can’t cope 
with Valentine’s rulebreaking abil- 
ity. Though some have suggested 
there be two referees for each Val- 
entine match, others say it would 
do no good. Greg is simply too 
good at disguising his rulebreaking. 
The man has a sixth sense; he 
knows where the referee is stand- 
ing and what the man can't see. 
Two referees might cause him a 
little trouble at first, but after three 
months or so it would be as if nei- 
ther of them were in the ring. 
Valentine is well aware of his 
reputation and he delights in it. He 
has even gone so far as to make 


An aerial view shows the agonized expression of Pedro Morales as Valentine delivers an 
elbowsmash while applying an overlapping toehold. 
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A sampling of Valentine’s savage genius: 
against Rick Steamboat (top far left and 
above left), David Von Erich (above), and 
Kerry Von Erich (left). The Hammer gains a 
psychological advantage by publicizing his 
brutality (below). 


future opponents all too aware of 
the havoc he’s wreaked recently. 
Foes have gotten photographs of 
mangled grapplers in the mail, men 
battered by Valentine. No one has 
to guess who mailed the letters. 
Valentine signs the back of the 
photos, “You're next on my list. 
Looking forward to _hospitalizing 
you. Greg ‘The Hammer’ 
Valentine.” 

Many people think Valentine is 
the most dangerous man in wres- 
tling. Others think he’s the most 
dangerous man in the world. His 
savage genius rampages through 
professional wrestling like a plague 
for which there is no cure and little 
hope. o 


THE ROAD er 
WARRIORS vy 3 


Photos by Scott Romer 


NOW THEY’RE 
DESTROYING 
LEGENDS! 


Not content just to wrestle the top-rated tag 
teams in the AWA, The Road Warriors have 
begun a campaign of destruction against the 
legendary tag teams of the entire wrestling 
world. Their first target is a team whose 
members are former NWA World heavyweight 
champions, both reigns totaling more than five 
years of NWA supremacy: tag team legends— 
The Funks! 


By Craig Peters 


ERRY FUNK’S FACE contorted 
into a grimace of pure pain as 
he clutched his chest and rolled out 
of the ring under the bottom rope 
to catch his breath. Precious Paul 
Ellering stood at the opposite side 
of the ring, slapped his palm with 
the day’s copy of The Wall Street 
Journal, and laughed smugly. 
_ “What do you think of that, 
Funk?” Ellering screamed across the 
ring with a laugh. “Makes you feel 
pretty old, doesn’t it? Hahaha! How 


Road Warrior Hawk 
overpowers Terry Funk 
(above). Hawk and Ani- 
mal combine to fling 
Dory Funk Jr. across the 
ring (top right). 
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does it feel to gorge yourself at the 
Legion of Doom’s banquet of pain 
and destruction? Hahaha!” 

As Ellering taunted Terry Funk, 
Road Warrior Hawk catapulted 
Dory Funk Jr. into the ropes and 
hit him in the chest with a forearm 
smash. Dory collapsed to the mat 
and Hawk went for the pin, but 
Dory kicked out at the two-count. 

Hawk jumped back, stooped 
over, placed his hands on his knees, 
stuck out his tongue, and let loose a 
hideous, gutteral growl. 

“Damn it, Funk, I'll kick your. . .” 

At that moment, Terry Funk ran 
into the ring and hit Hawk in the 
back. The referee signaled for Ter- 
ry to leave the ring, but his interfer- 
ence had provided Dory with the 
incidental diversion he needed to 
gain a momentary upper hand. 
Hawk turned to attack Terry, and 
Dory took him down with a leg 
sweep. Precious Paul  Ellering 
screamed at his team as if he were 
a basketball coach calling out a 
play: 

“Number six!” 

Animal joined his partner in the 
ring, and grabbed Dory’s left arm 
as Hawk turned and grabbed his 
right arm. The two men catapulted 
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Road Warrior Animal drives a shoulder into Terry Funk, driving him through the 


Dory into the ropes, grabbed each 
others hands, and hit him with a 
double-fisted clothesline as he came 
off the ropes. 

“Beautiful!” 
pride. 


Ellering said with 


OK 


Precious Paul Ellering maintains 
offices: in several major cities 


around the country. | visited his St. 
Louis office several days after The 
Road Warriors wrestled Terry and 
Dory Funk Jr. to a double-disqualifi- 
cation in the Kiel Auditorium. 

“It's important that I have a base 


ropes (left). Animal backs Dory into the ropes and punches him in the jaw (above). © 
Terry drops his elbow across Animal’s twisted arm (bottom). 


of operations from which to con- 
duct business,” Ellering said. “With 
a series of offices, and a computer 
network as a form of interoffice 
linkage, I'm able to handle business 
from any office around the country, 
whether it be in Minneapolis, Chica- 
go, Dallas, St. Louis, or New York.” 

In front of Ellering, in the middle 
of his desk, was a thick legal-sized 
manila folder clearly marked 
“Contracts.” 

“Look at this,” Ellering said with 
pride. “Every team in the sport 
wants a shot at the Warriors. Ev- 


eryone! Here’s a contract to wrestle 
Nick Bockwinkel and Mr. Saito; I 
don’t know about this one, there’s 
not enough money in it for us. 
Here’s another contract with Curt 
Hennig’s and Tom Zenk’s names on 
it; maybe we'll sign this if Hawk 
and Animal are tired and simply 
want to obliterate a pair of skinny, 
inadequate youngsters. And _ here's 
one with Jimmy Valiant’s and Jerry 
Lawler’s names on it; this is a good 
possibility. And here’s a contract to 
wrestle The Fabulous: Ones; how 


many chances at our belts do they ~ 


need to be convinced they can nev- 
er succeed?” Ellering threw the con- 
tract back into the file and sneered 
sarcastically. “Fabulous Ones. Don’t 
make me laugh. 

“You know what my greatest 
problem as manager of the War- 
riors is?” Ellering asked. “It’s that 
we've beaten all the teams that 
have stepped into the ring with us. 
Every single one. Hawk and Ani- 
mal have proven their superiority 
against every team they've gone up 
against. 

“As a manager,” Ellering ex- 
plained, “my job is to find matches 
that will not only make money for 


Focusing his attention on Animal outside the ring, Dory will lose his advantage over Hawk (above 


left). Hawk eyes Terry’s left fist (above right). Animal's firm headlock prevents Dory from reaching 


his brother (bottom). 


The Legion of Doom, but that will 
improve the Warriors’ standing in 
the eyes of the wrestling world. 
That’s why beating Tom Zenk and 
Curt Hennig into senseless submis- 
sion is virtually worthless to us. 
“What I need to do,” Ellering 
continued, “is to find teams that 
wrestling fans believe in. Teams 
that have got a lot of experience 
and respect among the fans. Teams 
that fans would consider legends. 
“Once | find these teams, the rest 
is simple,” Ellering said with a 
chuckle. “Hawk and Animal simply 
destroy these teams. “The Legion of 
Doom: Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Demolition Service.’ I kind of like 


the sound of that!” 

At that point in the interview, 
Ellering told me.to leave. “I have to 
draw up a few contracts of my 
own,” he said. “There are a few so- 
called ‘legends’ in this sport) of tag 
team wrestling that need to be 
eliminated. I have business to 
conduct.” 

Ellering never told me, or even 
hinted at, who those teams might 
be. But there are several combina- 
tions active in the sport today that 
would be likely candidates to wres- 
tle the Warriors. 

And there aren't very many 
teams in the sport who can give 
these eventual opponents any clue 
as to how to defeat Hawk and 
Animal. 

And Ellering’s chilling words, 
those that he said to me just before 
I left his office, continue to rever- 
berate in my mind: 

“The Warriors’ road of destruc- 
tion is paved with the shattered re- 
mains of dozens of tag teams from 
coast to coast. The legends of tag 
team wrestling are our next targets. 
And after that—well, after that we'll 
see, won't we!” Cc 
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Jimmy Valiant’s Message 
To The Fans 


“IT'S TIME FOR YOU TO 
BOOGIE WOOGIE!” 


By Jimmy Valiant 
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It’s a pleasure to look at pictures of fans “boogie woogieing”’ behind yours truly, Handsome Jimmy Valiant. Oh, 
you might notice that I still had my beard in this photo. Let me assure you that I didn’t lose my strength when Paul 
Jones and his hired Assassins cut it off! 


Jimmy Valiant is a man on the move, a man of energy, a man 
of excitement. His popularity is greater than ever before, and 
his dynamic and outgoing personality has been heralded as 
unique in a sport where flashy individuals are commonplace. 
In this exclusive story, Valiant offers his personal message 
and philosophy to his fans 
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ELLO OUT THERE, brothers 

and sisters, hello all my soul 
patrol friends and mates. Whoo! 
This is brother Jimmy talking to 
you all out there and let me tell 
you—this is an honor, a privilege, 
a once-in-a-lifetime chance to talk 
to all of you directly and to the 
heart. 

Because the heart is where the 
home is, you know what I’m say- 
ing? And my heart is dancing like 
my feet, and my left foot is Barysh- 
nikov and my right foot is Michael 
Jackson. And I’m dancing, daddy, 
my heart is dancing and my fin- 
gers are dancing. Yes they are, 
my fingers are dancing over this 
here typewriter, and my heart is 
dancing because I know I’m talk- 
ing directly to all my fans. Yeah! 

This is 1984, my friends, and we 
all know what 1984 means. We all 
know about George Orwell and 
1984 and this year should be a re- 
minder to you. Just like Valentine’s 
Day is a reminder to tell the ones 
you love that you love them, 1984 
is a reminder that we’ve got to be 
free, we’ve got to be open, we’ve 
got to be honest, we’ve got to 
boogie woogie! 

Yeah! Boogie woogie! That's 
right, my brothers and sisters, it’s 
time for you to get down, it’s time 
for you to boogie woogie! Because 
1984 is gonna be the year of the 
Valiant, the year of the Handsome 


One, the year of the Boogie Woo- 


gie Man! 
You see, my friends, what you 


have got to understand is that ' 


Handsome Jimmy is ready to fly, 
you hear what I’m saying? Now 


just do me this one favor and look 


at the cover of this magazine, look 
at the beautiful photograph taken 
by my man, Bill Apter. 

Now I ask you this one question, 
my friends: What is wrong with 
this picture? You know what's 
wrong, and I know what’s wrong, 
and that slimy snake Paul Jones 
knows what’s wrong, and those 
two Assassins, they know what’s 
wrong, yes they do, both of them, 


ete, 


the skinny one and the fat one. 

See, my people, what’s wrong 
with this picture is that when it 
was taken, my handsome face was 
adomed by a beautiful long beard. 
That handsome beard is gone, and 
it’s all because of Paul Jones and 
The Assassins that I’m bald from 
my nose to my chin. 

More hair than Chewbacca, 
that’s what it was, and Paul Jones 
done gone and took it away. And 
have you ever looked closely at 


Above: Look at Jones cringe with fear when someone lays a hand on him. Below: Road Warrior 
Animal was singing at a different pitch when I got through with him, if you know what I mean. 


the hair on Paul Jones’ head? Well 
look close, people, because it’s 
not long for this world. Ain’t no 
man gets away with taking my 
beard and not paying for it with 
his own. hair. 

And I have a hunch that when I 
do get my hands on that skunk, 
that whole head of hair is going to 
come off in one piece, because I - 
have serious doubts about 
whether there’s roots in that hair, 
you know what I’m saying? I’m 
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talking phony and fake and artifi- 
cial and worthless, just like the 
promises and boasts that come 
sliding out of his mouth like chick- 
en fat out of the palm of your 
hand. 

But this is just one piece of busi- 
ness, my friends, and there’s more 
to be done. And I need your help, 
my people, but before I tell you 
how I need your help I want to tell 
you about the jobs that lay ahead, 
because there’s work to be done, 
hard work, and it may take some 
time. 

There’s the matter of the NWA 
World tag team championship, be- 
cause I don’t think Cowboy Bob 
Orton and Don Kemodle are 
proper representatives for profes- 
sional wrestling today. They don’t 
set the kind of example that 
should be set for professional 
wrestling, they don’t have class, 
they don’t have grace, they don’t 
have style, they don’t have good 
looks. 

And we all know that Handsome 
Jimmy boogie woogies with style 
and grace and a handsome face, 
isn’t that right? 

And there’s the matter of the 
lowdown dirty dog that manages 
Orton and Kermmodle, and of course 
I'm talking about Gary Hart, my 
friends. You see, Gary Hart is a 
bottomless pit of nastiness, a man 
with no good in his soul, a man 
who couldn’t even woogie if he 
had to, much less boogie woogie. 

Handsome Jimmy is a boogie 
woogie wonder, and I’m here to 
take care of these people. I want 
to do some business to Paul Jones 
and The Assassins, I want to do 
some boogie woogie action on the 
heads of Gary Hart and his Orton 
and Kernodle. And there’s people 
like The Road Warriors who think 
they can come to the Mid-Atlantic 
and take things over, and they’ve 
got to be taught that they can’t. 

And now it’s time for you peo- 
ple to know what your job is. It’s 
time for you to take up the flag, to 
stand on your feet, to stand up and 
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Above: You people let me know what to do to 
Dick Slater. Below: The Boogie Woogie Man 
does his best singin’ when he’s puttin’ a hurtin’ 
on people like Don Kernodle. 


be counted, to boogie woogie till 
you can’t boogie no more! 

See, I need you all behind me if 
I'm going to be successful with 
my jobs, you hear what I’m say- 
ing? I need to hear your cheers, I 
need to read your mail, I need to 
see your smiles, I need to know 
that you’re out there, that you sup- 
port me, that you want to see 
these jobs done, that you’re boo- 
gie woogieing along with me. Be- 
cause when I know these things, 
it’s all of us doing the job together, 
doing the kind of a job that I can’t 
do all alone. 

And together we can do it, my 
friends, we can do it all, together 
we can get it on and be taking 
care of business. 

And when business is taken 
care of, my people, that’s when 
the real party begins, my friends. 
That’s when we'll be boogie woo- 
gieing till dawn, and there’ll be no 
stopping us! O 
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HULKHOGAN 
__ The WWF heavyweight wrestling ae 
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“The Modern-Day Warrior” has not given 
up his campaign to recapture the NWA 
World title that he held for 18 days last 

year. Kerry Von Erich’s campaign against 

NWA World champion Ric Flair is alive and 
well, and Kerry claims that he will once 

again have the 10 pounds of gold around 

his waist before 1985 is complete. 
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DAVID SHULTZ 
return match against 


The man who calls himself 


slowly but surely returning 
of the wrestling world 
Hogan who, Shultz a 
sidestepping him for too | 


throughout the NWA in 
the ultimate 
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THE ROAD WARRIORS 
Is there any other tag team in the sport of 
professional wrestling that can stand up to 
The Road Warriors? Perhaps not. Precious 

Paul Ellering’s Legion of Doom has set 
new standards for tag team wrestling, and 


continues to amass a record of victories | 
that is unsurpassed in the sport today. 
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_ In this feature, Pro Wrestling Illustrated will examine the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of wrestling’s top stars. There will be no 
punches pulled as the sport’s athletes undergo the harshest scrutiny 
anywhere in the wrestling world 


HULK HOGAN 


HOME TOWN: Venice Beach, California 
WEIGHT: 302 

YEARS AS PRO: 6 

RATING: No. 3 in Top 10; 

WWE champion 


STRENGTHS: 
@ Enormous size and strength. At 
6’ 8’, Hogan towers over most 


WEAKNESSES: 
@ Regarded by many experts as only 
an average wrestler. Hogan is al- 


RODDY PIPER 


HOME TOWN: Glasgow, Scotland 
WEIGHT: 231 

YEARS AS PRO: 12 

RATING: No. 4 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: 
@ Has no peer when it comes to 
psyching out opponents. Piper 


WEAKNESSES: 
@ Not much strength. Piper is too 
light and weak to ever overpower a 


opponents. He is almost impossi- 
ble to overpower, and most chal- 
lengers soon wilt before his 
onslaught. 

@ Condition. Hogan continues to 
hone his body with an intense gym 
regimen. 

@ Charisma. His appearance in the 


ways in danger of being 
outwrestled by someone with su- 
perb scientific knowledge. 

@ Hogan’s out-of-wrestling’commit- 
ments are sure to rob him of his 
psych in the ring. Recent matches 
have proven this. 

@ His teaming with a non-wrestler, 


makes his foes angry before they 
get into the ring, and an angry 
wrestler is a sloppy wrestler, 

@ Piper is an underrated wrestler 
with many superb skills. He has a 
solid scientific background, al- 
though he rarely calls on it. 

@ Piper has perhaps the keenest 


superheavyweight. Usually com- 
pensates by breaking the rules. 

@ Totally untrustworthy. Through 
the years, Piper has turned his 
back on his friends as soon as he 
feels they can no longer do him 
any good. Paul Orndorff is just 
the latest example. 


ring sends fans into a frenzy of 
cheering, and Hogan draws 
strength from the wall-to-wall 
noise. 


Mr. T, has forever hurt his reputa- 
tion as a serious athlete. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Won the WWF title from Iron Sheik on January 23, 


1984. . . Has become the sport’s most recognizable star . . . Sadly shows no 
interest in wrestling a strictly scientific challenger . . . The only wrestler to ever 
be on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: The Hulkster’s second year as champion should be 


more difficult than his first. With attendance down at many WWF shows, Ho- 


gan may be forced into a more reckless style to try to win back the loyalty of 
some fans who doubt his wrestling ability. Needs an untainted victory over an- 
other fan favorite to cement his legend. 


mind in the sport. He has man- 
aged many wrestlers, and he 
knows every style and can adjust 
accordingly in the ring. 


@ Isn’t active enough. Often, Piper 
would rather insult a wrestler in 
“Piper’s Pit” than wrestle him in 
the ring. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Was voted 1984’s Most Hated Wrestler. . . Came to 
the WWF in early-1984 after a successful stint in the Mid-Atlantic and Georgia 
areas . . . Sustained a serious ear injury at the hands of Greg Valentine while 
NWA USS. champion . . . His appearance in Cyndi Lauper’s Goonies video 
made him look more ridiculous than rowdy. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Seems to be in a slump since his ‘‘WrestleMania”’ loss. 
At this point, Piper seems directionless, uncertain whether to go after Hogan’s 
WWF belt or try to teach Orndorff a lesson. Remains one of the sport’s most 
unpredictable figures. 


PAUL ORNDORFF 


HOME TOWN: Brandon, Florida 
WEIGHT: 253 

YEARS AS PRO: 6 

RATING: No. 6 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Orndorff is perhaps the WWF's 
finest scientific wrestler. Combines 
strength, speed, and a strong ama- 


teur background. 

@ Extreme self-confidence. Orndorff 
has proven he can make it in any 
sport. A former professional foot- 
ball player. 

@ Fantastic condition. Orndorff has 
a perfect wrestling body, and he 
keeps it sharp with continual work 
in the gym. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Too temperamental. Can't take 
criticism from either his peers or 
the fans. Feels he knows every- 
thing there is to know, 

@ By spending the last year as a rule- 
breaker, Orndorff may have lost 
his once vast scientific skills, 

@ May never recover from being 
pinned and humiliated in 
WrestleMania, 


OTHER COMMENTS: Says he has undergone a complete attitude change 

. . . Must focus his attention on either exacting revenge from Piper or going 
after Greg Valentine’s Intercontinental title . . . Will have to live forever with 
the knowledge that he couldn’t defeat Mr. T, a rank amateur in wrestling. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Now that he has fired Bobby Heenan, Orndortf can 
return to the scientific style that made him one of wrestling’s brightest pros- 
pects, By befriending Hulk Hogan, Orndorff seems to have given up on the 


idea of becoming WWF champion. 


! 


STRENGTHS: 

@ A tough competitor with great 
stamina. Will battle until he has 
nothing left to give. 

@ Has the most world-class experi- 
ence of any top-rated WWF wres- 
tler. Perhaps the most effective 
wrestler in the federation. 

@ His figure-four leglock is one of 
wrestling’s best finishing 
maneuvers. 


GREG VALENTINE 


HOME TOWN: Seattle 

WEIGHT: 243 

YEARS AS PRO: 14 

RATING: No. 8 in Top 10; No. 1 in WWF 


WEAKNESSES: 


@ Lack of size and only average 
speed. Valentine:needs to break 
the rules to be successful. 

@ Managerial shifts have hurt him. 
Seemed to be sharper under the tu- 
telage of Capt. Lou Albano than 
under current manager Jimmy 
Hart. 

@ Style of hard-nosed, non-flashy 
wrestling is better suited for the 
NWA and AWA than the WWF. 


OTHER COMMENTS: A three-time Most Hated Wrestler in the PWI year- 
end polls (1975, 1979, and 1983) . . . Son of the legendary Johnny Valentine 

. .. A former two-time NWA'U.S. champion . . . Nicknamed ‘‘The Ham- 
mer” for his crunching elbowsmashes . . , Won the Intercontinental title from 


Tito Santana in September 1984. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Most experts don’t believe Valentine will finish the year 


as Intercontinental champion, He can expect tough challenges from former 


champ Tito Santana, Junkyard Dog, and Paul Orndorff. Manager Hart is fine 
handling bookings, but he leaves a lot to be desired as a strategist. 
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JIMMY SNUKA 


HOME TOWN: Fiji Islands 
WEIGHT: 250 

YEARS AS PRO: 16 
RATING: No. 9 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: 

@ The most courageous athlete in 
sports. His dives from the top 
rope—and from the top of a 15- 

» foot-high cage—are legendary. 


@ Strong and fast, Snuka combines 
one of wrestling’s best bodies with 
the quickness of a man 35 pounds 
lighter, 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ A slow starter, Snuka almost al- 
ways absorbs too much punish- 
ment before he takes the advan- _ 
tage in a match, 

@ Needs a manager. Snuka’s greatest 
moments came when he was pi- 
loted by, first, Capt. Lou Albano, 
and then, Buddy Rogers. Without 
a manager, Snuka takes too many 
worthless matches. 

@ Lost in the WWF shuffle. Snuka 
rarely receives main-event matches, 
despite his extraordinary ability. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Went from being the most hated wrestler in the 
WWF to the most loved in 1983. . . Voted (along with Ray Stevens) Tag 
Team of the Year in 1980. . . Was also voted 1983’s Most Popular Wrestler. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Snuka has been shunned recently by WWF promoters. 
Whether he can return to main-event status depends on a number of factors, 
some of which the federation tries to keep secret from the public. Newspaper 
accounts of some of his out-of-wrestling behavior have hurt his career. 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Big (6’ 10”) and strong. A tough 
foe at all times because of his size. 

@ More-than-adequate speed for a 
man his size. Studd is faster than 
most other superheavyweights. 


JOHN STUDD 


HOME TOWN: Los Angeles 
WEIGHT: 364 

YEARS AS PRO: 14 
RATING: No. 8 in WWF 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Has been in the WWF too long. 
Studd has suffered more pinfall 
losses than any other top con- 
tender. Fans know he is incapable 
of defeating either Hulk Hogan or 
Andre the Giant. 

@ Lack of style. Studd is a kicker and 
puncher, and most wrestlers know 
how to turn back a limited offen- 
sive like his. 

@ Humiliated at WrestleMania when 
he was bodyslammed by Andre. 
May never be the same. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Came to the WWF after a stint in Georgia ..» Has 


been bodyslammed numerous times, despite his insistence to the contrary. . . 
Trained by legendary wrestler Killer Kowalski, 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: There seems to be little that Studd can accomplish in 
the WWF. He has had many title shots, against both Bob Backlund and Hulk 
Hogan, and has been unsuccessful. His best bet is to try and collect the $25,000 
bounty put on the head of Paul Orndorff by Studd’s manager, Bobby Heenan, 


JUNKYARD DOG 


HOME TOWN: New Orleans 
WEIGHT: 260 

YEARS AS PRO: 7 
RATING: No. 5 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: . 

@ Football background. Dog grinds 
out victories the way a strong full- 
back grinds out yardage. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Has gotten a little out of shape re- 
cently. Should trim off about five 
to 10 pounds of excess fat. 

@ Doesn’t wrestle intelligently. JYD 
had Greg Valentine on the verge of 
wrestler in the WWF. Truly loves defeat at WrestleMania, but he let 
his fans, and wants to win for The Hammer escape with his In- 
them, tercontinental belt. 

@ Excellent finishing maneuver. His 
“big thump” is strong and 
conclusive. 


@ Popularity. Outside of Hulk Ho- 
gan, JYD is the most popular 


| OTHER COMMENTS: A former North American champion. . . Played pro 
football with the Green Bay Packers . . . A former headliner in the Mid-South, 
} he is confined to semi-main events in the WWF, . . His popularity may exceed 
Hulk Hogan's in the near future. 


OUTLOOK FOR '85: Many were surprised when he decided to team with 
Tito Santana instead of concentrating on Valentine’s Intercontinental title. 
Look for him and Santana to challenge WWF tag team champs Nikolai Vol- 
koff and Iron Sheik very soon, 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


HOME TOWN: Sunset Beach, Hawaii 
WEIGHT: 274 

YEARS AS PRO: 15 

RATING: No. 2 in WWF 
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STRENGTHS: 

@ One of the most powerful men in 
wrestling. Can win many matches 
on sheer strength. 

@ Extremely agile, Out-wrestled 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Inexperienced manager. Mr. Fuji, 
Muraco’s manager, has cost his 
wrestler quite a few matches. Mu- 
raco would be better off on his 

Hulk Hogan in their first Madison own, 


@ Bad attitude. Muraco feels the en- 
tire world is against him, and he 


Square Garden meeting and al- 
most won the coveted WWF belt. 
@ Tough and mean, with great cour- wastes too much time arguing with 

age. Doesn’t have to break the fans at ringside during matches. 

rules, but doing so makes him that @ Another wrestler who would do 

much more dangerous. well to lose a few pounds. It would 
help Muraco’s speed, and not af- 
fect his power. 


OTHER COMMENTS: A former two-time WWF Intercontinental champion 
. . . Has had bitter feuds with Jimmy Snuka and Pedro Morales, which can 
| reerupt at any time . . . Maybe the most underrated wrestler in the WWF. 


| OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Once his series with Hogan is finished (assuming Mu- 
raco doesn’t win the WWF title), Muraco may be forced into tag team compe- 
tition, a part of wrestling he is not good at. If a fan favorite takes Valentine’s 

Intercontinental belt, look for Muraco to try to regain his old title, 


KEN PATERA 


HOME TOWN: Portland, Oregon 
WEIGHT: 256 

YEARS AS PRO: 12 
RATING: No, 12 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: 
@ Arguably the strongest man in 
wrestling. Represented U.S. asa 
weightlifter in the 1972 Olympics. 
@ Amateur background, Patera was 
a standout wrestler in college, al- Heenan is moving other stable- 
though he no longer uses those mates faster than Patera. 
skills. @ Too short. Patera finds it difficult 
to use his best strength maneuvers 
on wrestlers, like Hulk Hogan, 
who tower over him. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Going nowhere. Patera used to be 
a main-event wrestler in the WWF, 
but currently he is not getting top 
matches. Perhaps manager Bobby 


OTHER COMMENTS: Has been successful in all three major federations . . . | 
Despite boasts to the contrary, Patera never won a medal at any Olympics, al- | 
though he does hold many weightlifting records. . . Currently tag teaming with 

stablemate Big John Studd. } 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Like his partner Studd, Patera may have gone as far as | 
he can in the WWF, Perhaps he and Studd can rebuild their careers by making 
their tag team a successful unit, and challenging teams like Barry Windham 

and Mike Rotundo, or JYD and Tito Santana. 


TITO SANTANA 


Ny HOME TOWN: Mission, Texas 
WEIGHT: 245 


YEARS AS PRO: 10 
RATING: No. 7 in WWE 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Has superb speed, Santana never 
wastes motion and knows how to 
successfully use his blinding quick- 
ness to win many matches. 

@ Championship experience. 
Santana’s reign as Intercontinental 
champion gave him a confidence 
boost that has helped his career. 

@ A good learner. Santana has suc- 
cessfully added many holds to his 
repertoire, including the figure- 
four leglock. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Has had his greatest success in the WWF . . . Held 
the WWF tag team title (with Ivan Putski) from October 1979 to April 1980 
. . . Defeated Magnificent Muraco in February 1984 to begin his seven-month 
reign as Intercontinental champion. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Has never fully come back from 
the knee injury that sidelined him 
in late-1984. The effects of the in- 
jury may be more psychological 
than physical. 

@ Lacks great strength. Santana 
would be smart to try and bulk up 
and add muscle to his arsenal. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: A year of questions for Tito: Does he concentrate on 
tag teaming, or does he put all his energies into regaining the Intercontinental 
title from Greg Valentine? Can he emotionally recover from the serious knee 
injury he suffered last year? 
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In this feature, Pro Wrestling Illustrated will examine the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of wrestling’s top stars. There will be no 
punches pulled as the sport’s athletes undergo the harshest scrutiny 
anywhere in the wrestling world 


BILLY HAYNES 


HOME TOWN: Portland, OR 

WEIGHT: 245 

YEARS AS PRO: 4 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 3 in Pacific 
Northwest 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Training. Few wrestlers are as 
devoted to physical 
conditioning as Billy Haynes. 

@ Sportsmanship. After a shady 
adolescence, Haynes is 
determined to be succesful 
within the framework of the 
rulebook. 

@ Full-nelson. While most 
wrestlers use the full-nelson to 
weaken an opponent, Haynes 
has the strength to use it as an 
effective finishing maneuver. 


OTHER COMMENTS: A former champion bodybuilder who 
reshaped his body for the sport of wrestling . . . Also a former 
champion racquetball player and amateur boxer . . . Voted 1984’s 
Most Improved Wrestler of the Year. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Following the name change from Billy Jack to 
Billy Haynes, his career truly seems to have floundered. Haynes must 
choose a definite course for his future and stick with it. If he can 
become more settled, he can win a world title before the end of the 
year. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Recent attack by Rip “‘The 
Crippler” Oliver in World 
Class area seems to have made 
him wary of returning to the 
thick of the ring wars. 

@ Instability. Haynes doesn’t 
stay in an area long enough to 
accomplish all he is capable of 
accomplishing. 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


7») ~~) HOME TOWN: Moscow, Russia 
ae. «=: WEIGHT: 275 
} Pm | YEARS AS PRO: 2 

a>. POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in Top 


10 tag teams 
STRENGTHS: 
@ Natural power. Koloff has 
one of the best physiques in 
the sport. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Lack of scientific knowledge. 
Knowing he can usually get by 
on power, Koloff hasn’t 

@ Coaching. Nikita’s uncle, Ivan developed his pro wrestling 
Koloff, is giving him the skills. 
benefit of his vast professional @ Has not taken the time to 
experience. study the styles of many of his 

@ Amateur background. Nikita American opponents. 
received the benefit of @ At times, gets careless in the 
government-supported Soviet ring, which has proven costly. 
training before coming to the 
US. 


OTHER COMMENTS: In addition to strength, Nikita has superb 
Stamina . . . Has been called ‘“‘The Russian Road Warrior”. . . 
Finished a close first runner-up in 1984 Rookie of the Year voting 

. . . Still many years away from his peak. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: With Nikita and Ivan Koloff’s victory over 
Dusty Rhodes and Manny Fernandez for the NWA World tag team 
title, Nikita is in a position of great power in the NWA. The Koloffs 
will likely spend the rest of 1985 defending those belts. 


HARLEY RACE 


HOME TOWN: Kansas City, KS 
WEIGHT: 268 

YEARS AS PRO: 25 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
Missouri ratings 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Peerless experience. Is the only 
man to have held the NWA 
World title on seven occasions. 

@ Fast-thinker. Harley is able to 
devise new ring strategies over 
the course of a lengthy match. 

@ Courage. Race will not risk a 
loss—and his career—to 
execute maneuvers such as 
flying headbutts. - 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Outdated strategies. Relies on 
ring tactics that are outmoded 
against some of today’s young 
wrestlers. 

@ Speed. Agility is hampered by 
his increasing bulk. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Many observers feel that Harley is several 
years past his prime, while others feel that he is still capable of 
winning the NWA belt an eighth time . . . Recently came close to 
defeating NWA champion Flair in a match in New Jersey’s 


Meadowlands. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Race’s style is that of the old-school wrestler. 
His success depends on whether that style can hold up against the 
youthful exuberance typified by many young competitors in the 
1980s. Race will find it difficult to stay ahead of a youthful pack of 
NWA challengers. 


MAGNUM T.A. 


HOME TOWN: Chesapeake, VA 
WEIGHT: 245 
| YEARS AS PRO: 5 


| POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 6 in Top 10; | 


P4 ‘\ 1 No. 1 in NWA; No. 1 in Mid-Atlantic 


STRENGTHS: 

e Consistency. Not blessed with 
tremendous size or strength, 
Magnum has developed into a 
bedrock of stability, always 
levelheaded, always aware of 
the situation. 

@ Uses the abdominal stretch to 
weaken opponents. 

@ Belly to belly suplex is a devas- 


WEAKNESSES 

@ Often gives up size and 
strength to opponents. 

@ Does not possess an alternate 
finishing maneuver. 


RONNIE GARVIN 


HOME TOWN: Montreal, Quebec 
WEIGHT: 231 


YEARS AS PRO 


RO: 20 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 8 in Top 
10; No. 5 in NWA; No. 1 in Georgia 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Superb repertoire. Garvin has 
had two decades to master his 
scientific skills. 

@ Boxing skills. A former, boxer, 
Garvin can use his “‘hands of 
stone”’ to slug it out when 


necessary. 

@ Renewed confidence. Garvin’s 
lengthy National title reign has 
had an immeasurable effect on 
his mental approach to the 


sport. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Relationship with the fans. yy 
Despite his experience, Garvin |” 
is often swayed by the fans’ 
wishes during a match. 

@ Rib injury sustained early in 
1984 remains susceptible to 
reinjury. 


OTHER COMMENTS: For a man of his many years in the sport, 
Ronnie Garvin looks and wrestles as if he were in his mid-20s. . . 


| The older brother of AWA contender Jim Garvin, but a completely 
different type of wrestler and man. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Garvin must break out of the Georgia area 
and defend his National title in other parts of the country in order 
for his career to continue to grow in 1985 as it did in 1984. 


DUSTY RHODES 


™ HOME TOWN: Austin, TX 
| WEIGHT: 302 

YEARS AS PRO: 16 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 4 in Top 10;] 

No. 3 in NWA; No. 3 in Mid-Atlantic 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Experience, ring savvy. The 
psychological advantage of 
having held the NWA 
championship twice. 

@ Extremely good mobility for a 
man of his considerable bulk. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Lack of concentration. ! 
Sometimes lets the fans’ cheers 
make him sloppy. 

@ Susceptible to cuts. Rhodes is 
a known bleeder and this can 
distort his vision and sap his 
strength, 


OTHER COMMENTS: As he grows older, Dusty must utilize his 


tating finishing maneuver. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Buoyed by his U.S. title victory over Wahoo 
McDaniel, Magnum has his sights set on the NWA championship. . . 


) The fan support that Magnum receives spurs him on to greater 


achievernent. 

OUTLOOK FOR ’85: 1985 should be Magnum T.A.’s coming out 
party. Every respected wrestling critic has Magnum on his “‘to be 
watched closely list.”’ If Magnum could expand his repertoire and de- 
velop a submission hold, then he’ll have to be considered a candidate 


} for the NWA World title. 


experience more and accept the fact that he must preserve energy and | 
not attempt to go full speed for an entire match. . . Dusty’s ' 
reputation is often enough to win his matches. . . His “‘Slam That 


} Sucker Down” tour has proven extrememly popular and successful. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Losing the NWA tag team championship has } 
given Dusty time to concentrate on regaining the NWA heavyweight 


‘| title. He’s expressed a strong desire to capture the belt and fans can 


expect some titanic Ric Flair-Dusty Rhodes battles in 1985. 


TOMMY RICH 


4 HOME TOWN: Hendersonville, TN 
=, WEIGHT: 248 

YEARS AS PRO: 8 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 


Georgia 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Well-schooled. Rich’s 
knowledge of the sport’s 
basics is a key to his success. 

@ Cross-bodyblock. Tommy can 
stun an opponent and win a 
match in an instant with this 
maneuver. 

@ Popularity. The faus often 
inspire Rich to victory. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Tends to get sidetracked from 
his career goals by getting 
bogged down in feuds with 
one opponent. 

© Conditioning. Rich needs to 
return to the gym and develop 
a strong workout regimen in 
order to increase his strength, 
speed, and stamina. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Beat Harley Race and held the NWA World 
title for four days in 1981. . . A former Rookie of the Year. . . 
Spent some time as a rulebreaker and has contemplated doing so 
again. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: After winning the NWA title four years ago, 
Rich found out how difficult it is to reach a career goal early and then 
have to reach that goal again. More than most wrestlers, Rich needs a 
manager to guide his career. If he can keep out of feuds as he’s 
promised to do so many times before, 1985 can be a big year for him. 


RICK RUDE 


HOME TOWN: Robbinsdale, MN 
WEIGHT: 246 
YEARS AS PRO: 2 

» POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 6 in NWA; 
No. | in Florida 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Impatience. Rude is still green 
with inexperience and mustn’* 
rush his career, thus risking 
setbacks in the ring and with 
his confidence. 

@ Still tentative when facing a 
veteran wrestler. 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Youth, agility, and power. 
Rude’s sinewy strength fills 
out the prototype wrestling 
body. 


@ Aggressiveness. Rude has 
tasted success by winning the 
Southern heavyweight title and 
now he wants more. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Rude won his title after taking on Percy 
Pringle as manager . . . His switch to rulebreaker seems to be 
permanent, and that stability can help his career . . . Must be wary of 
Pringle, who is interested only in his own success and would not 
hesitate to dump Rude if someone else came along, 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Rick Rude’s potential is unlimited. With the 

experience he gains in defending his belt, Rude could be a candidate 

} for an NWA title shot by the end of the year. If he can drop Pringle 
and wrestle on his own, then the year would become a success. 


RIC FLAIR 


HOME TOWN: Minneapolis, MN 
WEIGHT: 243 

YEARS AS PRO: 12 

POSITION IN RATINGS: NWA World 
champion; No. | in Top 10 


WEAKNESSES 

@ Takes a great deal of 
punishment in many of his 
title defenses. 

@ Although proven effective, 
Flair might rely on the figure- 
four too much. 

@ His weakness for certain 
luxuries of life can make Flair 
soft and complacent. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Now that more title matches include a no- 
disqualification clause, Flair must curb his tendency of getting himself 
disqualified to retain his title. . . As champion, Flair is the target of 
every contender. He adds fuel to his opponent’s fire by parading 
around arrogantly, an attitude that might someday backfire. 


OUTLOOK FOR '85: This is a make or break year for Flair. With 
Sgt. Slaughter and Bob Backlund now active if the NWA, along with | 
Kerry Von Erich, Dusty Rhodes, and many others, Flair will find no 
shortage of determined grapplers gunning for his title. If he can make 
it through this year, then he will serve notice to the wrestling 
community that he is one of the greatest champions of all time. 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Possesses one of wrestling’s 
most conclusive submission 
holds in the figure-four 
leglock. 

@ Proven physical and mental 
endurance by owning the 
NWA title on three separate 
occasions. 

@ In the prime of his career, 


TULLY BLANCHARD 


ae 
< 
HOME TOWN: San Antonio, TX 
WEIGHT: 235 
; YEARS AS PRO: 7 
» _ POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 4 in Mid- 
P Atlantic 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Aggressive, ferocious, stop-at- 
nothing attitude toward his 
matches, 

@ Strong amateur background 
complements his rulebreaking 
style. 

@ Football experience gives him 
the guts and ability to stand up 
under pressure. 


OTHER COMMENTS: With the acquisition of Baby Doll as his 

valet, Blanchard has an added weapon in his arsenal. . . Called “‘the | 
John McEnroe of wrestling”. . . His father, Joe Blanchard, a former 
wrestler, provided early advice and training. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Often gets himself disqualified 
because of his ruthless tactics. 

@ Becomes involved in too many 
feuds, : 


' 
OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Blanchard has the moves, the tenacity, and 
the breeding to be a champion. His attitude and list of priorities must 
change. 1985 will test his desire to become one of the best in the sport. 


A NO-HOLD 


s-BARRED LOOK 


in this feature, Pro Wrestling Ilustrated will examine the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of wrestling’s top stars. There will be no 
punches pulled as the sport’s athletes undergo the harshest scrutiny 


RICK MARTEL 


HOME TOWN: Quebec City, Quebec 
WEIGHT: 236 

YEARS AS PRO: 13 

RATING: AWA World champion; 
No. 2 in Top 10 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Multiple finishing maneuvers. 
Most wrestlers rely on a single 
finisher; Martel uses several 

“ including the flying vault, fly- 
ing bodypress, and flying 
headscissors. 

@ Condition. Martel is in superb 
shape, possessing both 
strength and speed. 

@ Experience. Martel is in the 
rare position of combining rel- 
ative youth with vast 
experience. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Sometimes too honorable. 
Martel never strays from the 
rulebook, and can be taken 
advantage of by wily 
rulebreakers. 

@ Lets opponent set pace of 
match, Martel tends to wrestle 
from behind, which is a risky 
proposition. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Captured the AWA World title from Jumbo 
Tsuruta on May 13, 1984. . . Has been characterized as ‘‘a blue-col- 
lar champion”’. . . Has made a point of defending against both scien- 
tific and rulebreaking challengers. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: As Martel enters his second year as champion, 
he seems to have been rattled by the recent psychological tactics of 
Jim Garvin. Martel will have to learn to deal with that kind of attack 
while fending off likely challenges from Butch Reed, Michael Hayes, 
and Hacksaw Duggan. 


anywhere in the wrestling world 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 


HOME TOWN: Parris Island, SC 
= WEIGHT: 310 
YEARS AS PRO: 8 
RATING: No. 10 in Top 10; No. 4in- AWA 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Inadequate speed. Slaughter 
needs to improve his mobility 
and agility. 

@ Doesn’t recover quickly 
enough from punishment. 
Once Slaughter’s opponents 
gain an advantage, they can 
maintain that advantage as 
long as they wrestle smart. 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Slaughter’s cobra clutch and 
“Slaughter cannon’’ are two 
extremely powerful weapons. 

@ Fan support. The cheers and 
love of the fans drives Slaugh- 
ter to do his very best in every 
match. 

@ Background. Slaughter’s ex- 
perience as a rulebreaker pro- 
vides him with that much 
more of an advantage over 
rulebreaking opponents. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Was voted 1984s Inspirational Wrestler cr 
the Year. . . Rose to his greatest fame during his feud with The Iron 
Sheik . . . Has wrestled Ric Flair for the NWA World title several 


times since leaving the WWF for Pro Wrestling U.S.A. in January 
1985. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Slaughter seems to be floundering since leav- 
ing the WWF, where his mission was clear: Destroy The Iron Sheik. 
Slaughter needs to find a clear purpose in his career, before that career 
is irrevocably damaged. 


BUTCH REED 


HOME TOWN: Kansas City, MO 
WEIGHT: 265 

YEARS AS PRO:7 

RATING: No. 8 in AWA 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 


HOME TOWN: Beverly Hills, CA 
WEIGHT: 245 

YEARS AS PRO: 31 
RATING: No. 6 in AWA 


| STRENGTHS: 


WEAKNESSES: | STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: 
| @Strength. Reed works out daily  @ Inconsistent ring philosophy. @ Unflappable in the ring. After Needs a manager. When : 
to maintain and improve his Reed has bounced back and 31 years as a pro, Bockwinkel © Bobby Heenan guided his ca- 
already considerable strength. forth between rulebreaker and is very difficult to catch off- reer, Bockwinkel seemed un- i 
@ World-class athletic ability. fan favorite several times. guard in any situation. beatable; alone, Bockwinkel is | 
Reed is experienced in foot- @ Jealous streak. Seeing a friend @ Maintains excellent condition. _—_ drifting like a ship without a it 
ball, baseball, and weight- _ succeed instead of himself can Bockwinkel has always been rudder. 
| __ lifting as well as wrestling. set Reed off on a rage. concerned with physical fit-  @ Peak years past. Bockwinkel is 
@ Amateur background. Reed @ Ego problems. Reed’s self- ness, and brings a young wrestling on the basis of ex- 
'} has excellent scientific centeredness causes him to man’s stamina to his yearsof _ perience rather than on con- 
knowledge. wrestle for glory rather than experience, stantly improving himself, 
victory. 


_| OTHER COMMENTS: Has held the AWA World title three times 


| OTHER COMMENTS: Known as “Hacksaw” Butch Reed. . . De- . Wore the AWA belt from November 8, 1975, through February | 


feated former AWA and NWA World champion Gene Kiniski i in his 
| debut match . . . Received All-America honors in football in his se- 
} nior year at Central Missouri State University. 


\)) months. 


| OUTLOOK FOR ’S85: Bockwinkel has been splitting his time about 


| OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Reed’s recent move to the AWA and his con- equally between singles matches and tag team matches with Mr. Saito. 
} version back to rulebreaker could be the most important development is i 
in his career; he is certain to challenge Rick Martel for the AWA 


World title. 


— 
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BOB BACKLUND 


HOME TOWN: Princeton, MN 
WEIGHT: 242 

YEARS AS PRO: |2 
RATING: No. 3 in AWA 


JIM GARVIN 


HOME TOWN: Tampa, FL 
WEIGHT: 235 

> YEARS AS PRO: |6 
RATING: No, 2 in AWA 


ae ae 
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| STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: 

| @Peerless amateur background. — @ Obsessed with past. Backlund @ Master of psychological war- | @ Overdependence on Precious. 

} Backlund is one of the best sci- finds it difficult to realize he is fare. Garvin knows precisely Garvin tends to get cocky in 

| entific wrestlers anywhere. no longer WWF champion. what buttons to push in order his matches, depending on his 

| @Unquestioned stamina. Back- He must put the past behind to psych out his opponent. valet to be an extra set of eyes, 
lund has wrestled some of the him and move on. @ For all of Garvin’s braggado- and encouraging Precious to 
sport’s toughest men to one- @ Too influenced by fans. Back- cio, he is an excellent technical interfere should he run into 
hour draws. lund is overly concerned about wrestler. trouble. 

@ Championship experience. For the fans’ feelings toward him. p Extreme self-confidence. Gar- @ Size. At 235 pounds, Garvin is | 
six years, Backlund defended He should worry more about vin seldom enters a match with _ a relative lightweight in the 
the WWF heavyweight title. his own attitude toward the doubts about his skills. world of wrestling. 
sport. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Was voted Wrestler of the Year in 1980 and 
1982. . . Also voted Inspirational Wrestler of the Year in 1977 and 
1981, and Rookie of the Year in 1976. . . Wrestling’s greatest good- 
will ambassador. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Backlund has to make the final adjustments 

} toa contender’s life as he works his way up the AWA ladder to chal- 
} lenge World champion Rick Martel. A scientific match with Martel is 
4 the kind of match Backlund likes, and he could win the World title 
| this year. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Jim is the vounes of three wrestling Gar- 
vins, including Terry and Ronnie .-. . Managed his brothers in tag 
team matches early in his career . " Once had Sunshine as his valet, } 
but fired her and obtained Precious in the World Class area. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: It is likely that Garvin will continue to chal- 
lenge Rick Martel for the AWA World title. A return to the World 
Class area in the near future would serve as an added boost to his 
career. 


46 


BARON VON RASCHKE 


_ HOME TOWN: Berlin, Germany 
~ WEIGHT: 271 

YEARS AS PRO: 19 

RATING: No. 15 in AWA 


STRENGTHS: 

@ Clawhold. Von Raschke pos- 
sesses a clawhold that may be 
second only to the Von Erichs’ 
in power and effectiveness. 

@ Amateur background. While 
growing up in Germany, and 
later in the United States, Von 
Raschke compiled an excellent 
record as an amateur. 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Wasted energy, There’s no 
need for Von Raschke to 
goosestep around the ring 
when that energy could better 
be used against his opponent. 

@ Lack of a concise style. Von 
Raschke’s ring style is con- 
fused at best, and he tends to 
take excessive time deciding on 


TONGA KID 


HOME TOWN: Nuku’alofa, Tonga 
WEIGHT: 226 

YEARS AS PRO: 2 

RATING: No. 7 in AWA 


STRENGTHS: 
@ Courage. The Tonga Kid is 


not afraid to perform risky ae- 


rial maneuvers against oppo- 
nents more experienced and 
powerful than he is. 

@ Need not fly to win. The 
Tonga Kid has an excellent 


knowledge of the scientific ba- 


sics of thé sport. 


WEAKNESSES: 


@ Recklessness of youth. Just 20 
years old, Tonga Kid still la- 
bors under the false illusion 
that he is invincible. 

@ Inexperienced. Only two years 
as a pro limits the range of op- 
ponents Tonga has faced. 


an attack plan, 


OTHER COMMENTS: Held AWA World tag title with Crusher be- | 


fore being defeated by The Road Warriors on August 25, 1984... 
Also held AWA tag belts with such partners as Bruiser, Red Bastien, 
and Billy Robinson. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Following the loss of the tag team belts to The } 


Road Warriors, Von Raschke has been content to remain mired in 
mediocre singles matches. He would do well to take up the challenge 
of trying to wrest the Americas title from Larry Zbyszko, 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 


HOME TOWN: Pittsburgh, PA 
WEIGHT: 248 

YEARS AS PRO: 13 
RATING: No. 1 in AWA 


STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: 


OTHER COMMENTS: Once wrestled with Johnny Rich and Scott 
Armstrong in the Southeast area as ‘‘The R.A.T. Patrol’’ (Rich, 
Armstrong, Tonga) . . . His brother, Tonga Kid II, recently entered 
the pro ranks. 


| OUTLOOK FOR ’85: The Tonga Kid’s future is wide open. A scien- | 
| tific encounter with AWA World champion Rick Martel would un- | 


doubtedly be a top contender for match of the year, while the tag 
team of Tonga and Tonga II could quickly rival The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express or The Fabulous Ones in terms of teamwork, agility, speed, 
and excitement. 


JERRY BLACKWELL 


HOME TOWN: Stone Mountain, GA 
WEIGHT: 474 

YEARS AS PRO: 12 

RATING: No, 2 in NWA; 

No. 9in AWA 


STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: 


@ Training. Zbyszko learned the 
basics of professional wres- 
tling under one of the greatest 
wrestlers of all time, Bruno 
Sammartino. 

@ Versatility. Zbyszko’s ring 
style combines strength with 
speed, agility, and an uncanny 
level of intelligence. 


@ Talks to the fans. Zbyszko is 
prone to arguing with ring- 
siders, which allows a quick 
opponent to attack from 
behind. 

@ Lack of concentration. Zbys- 
zko is unable to maintain a 
single method of attack for 
more than a few minutes dur- 
ing a match. 


OTHER COMMENTS: As aslap in the face to former mentor Bruno 
Sammartino, Zbyszko calls himself “The New Living Legend”. . . 
Zbyszko’s cage match with Bruno was voted 1980’s Match of the 
Year. . . Also voted Most Hated Wrestler of the Year in 1980. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Zbyszko will be working to establish his 
championship, the Americas title, as a major prize in the wrestling 
world. If Pro Wrestling U.S.A. continues to highlight solely AWA 


rather than combined AWA and NWA competitors, the value of that | 


title may be undermined. 


@ Agile despite size. Blackwell 
knows how to use his weight 
to his advantage, and can 
move around the ring with 
surprising speed. 

@ Uses weight as a weapon. The 
full force of his 474 pounds 
behind a flying elbowsmash 
has crippling potential. 


@ Few scientific skills. Blackwell 
tends to rely on his weight as a 
way to win matches. 

@ Stamina. Although Blackwell 
knows how to use his weight 
in a match, carrying 474 
pounds over the length of a 
one hour match will sap 
Blackwell’s strength and make 
him more vulnerable the 
longer the bout goes on. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Jerry Blackwell currently holds the Missouri 
title, which he won from Harley Race on November 16, 1984, in St. 
Louis . . . Maintains heavy match schedules in both the AWA and 


the NWA. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’85: Blackwell’s combined AWA and NWA 
schedule gives him a versatility that few AWA competitors can claim, 
It is likely that he will be able to hold the Missouri title for most of 
1985, while searching for the right partner to take on AWA tag 


champs, The Road Warriors. 


By Joseph Bua 


“MAGNUM T.A. 
IS TURNING BAD!” 


Mr. Wrestling II opposed Magnum T.A.’s alliance with 
Lanny Poffo, convinced that this association would lead 
to a change in his tag team partner’s wrestling philosophy. 
A visit to the office of Pro Wrestling Illustrated provided 
Wrestling II with photographic proof that this startling 
change might have already begun 
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HAD ONLY one worry on 
my mind. How was I going to 
conduct an interview with Mr. 

Wrestling I] in a crowded restau- 
rant? Being one of the most recog- 
nizable stars in the sport, he would 
surely be hounded for autographs 
and asked to pose for photos with 
fans. II made it very clear that his 
time in New York would be very 
short, cut even shorter by the 
photo session he had scheduled 
with Senior Editor Bill Apter. If I 
wanted an interview of any length, 
I would have to fit myself into his 
schedule. After our lunch, I would 
drive him to the airport. 

Apter worked with Wrestling II 
in the photo studio adjacent to my 
office. I revised my interview ques- 
tions for the third time as I sat at 
my desk waiting for the two to 
walk past my open door. I had 
planned to do a feature on II’s re- 
cent coaching achievements. With 
his help, Brett Sawyer had as- 
cended to the National heavyweight 
title. Currently, he was working 
with Terry ‘‘“Magnum T.A.”’ Allen, 
with whom he also held the Mid- 


NG 


Photos by Floyd See & Sam Lowe 


The photograph of Magnum T.A. posing with 
Randy Savage (opposite page) has greatly upset 
Magnum’s coach, Mr. Wrestling II (inset). Will 
Terry Allen forsake scientific wrestling (above) 
and join the rulebreaking Savage and Angelo 
Poffo (left)? 


South tag team title belts. 

I planned to ask II about the 
differences in the roles of coach 
and manager. It was well known 
that his relationship with Allen was 
currently being strained by Allen’s 
alliance with Lanny Poffo. II was 
against the friendship, saying that 
the enitre Poffo family had long 
been proponents of the rule- 
breaking aspects of professional 
wrestling. Magnum T.A. answered 
that although II was his coach, and 
a good coach, he wasn’t his man- 
ager and he couldn’t run his career. 
T.A. said that the choice of friends 
and tag team partners would be his 
own. Although they disagreed, they 

(Continued on page 56) 
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WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE INTRODUCTION 

OF RARE BACK ISSUES (Continued from page 6) 
Ae ina ites ; A ; 
wresting magazines ever published. Mary of the rare Back Icues listed below hace | WWF Intercontinental champion, 


not been offered for sale in years and we can offer them to you now only because a 
very limited number of each issue were recently uncovered during the move to our 
new warehouse. Some of the copies are not:in perfect condition. But all are readable 
and intact. All sales are final and no refunds or exchanges will be made. 
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Valentine’s career seems as busy as 
ever, and this story becomes even 
more appropriate in light of “The 
Hammer's” recent accomplishments. 

Our April 1985 edition included 
the feature “The Road Warriors: 


Now They're Destroying Legends” 


SPECIAL BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 
THE WRESTLER 


() WRESTUNG ILLUS FEB/65 
0 BIG BOOK 1968 

© PICTURE BOOK SPR/76 
© PICTURE BOOK FALLI76 
(1) PICTURE BOOK MAYI77 
( PICTURE BOOK SPRI78 
© PICTURE BOOK FALL/78 
(© PICTURE BOOK SUMI79 
( PICTURE BOOK JAN/80 
© PICTURE BOOK SPR/80 
() SUPERSTARS APRI77 

() SUPERSTARS FEB/78 


VICTORY SPORTS SPECIALS 


() SUPERSTARS APR/78 

() SUPERSTARS JUNE/78 

[) SUPERSTARS FALL78 

() SUPERSTARS APRI7T9 

[| SUPERSTARS OCT/79 
SUPERSTARS SPR/80 

| SUPERSTARS SPR/81 

[) BEST OF WRESTLER SUMI/77 

[] BEST OF WRESTLER FALL/77 

{) BEST OF WRESTLER WIN/77 

1) BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/78 

[) BEST OF WRESTLER SUM/78 


| BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/79 
_| BEST OF WRESTLER FEB/80 
( BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/80 
[) BEST OF WRESTLER WIN/80 
() BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/82 
(© BEN STRONG MAY/74 

_ BEN STRONG SEPTI74 

(© BEN STRONG SUMI/75 

{ BEN STRONG SEPT/75 

[ WRESTUNG ALBUM #4 


0 MAYI73 Ci JUNEI74 © AUGUSTI76 ——_[|_ JULY/78 TEES 

O JUNE/73 (1) AUGUSTI74 1) SEPTEMBERI76 (| AUGUSTI78 (page 29). The fact of the matter Is, 

O JANUARY/74 = () DECEMBER/74_ «(| SEPTEMBER/77 [| JUNEI79 Paul Ellering’s Legion of Doom de- 

(| FEBRUARY/74 () APRILI75 | FEBRUARY/78 |) DECEMBER/80 

O APRILI74 (| SEPTEMBER/75 () APRILI78 C) APRILIS1 stroys any tag team that crosses its 

0 MAYI74 1) MAY/76 (1 MAY/78 path. Many have tried to wrest the 
AWA world tag team title from the 

ee nae A One, ") APRILI77 DECEMBER/7 WARIO) PIPER ane ADH DALSOlR 

0 FEBRU oO = o 9 

|] MARCHI74 [ DECEMBER/75 ©) JULY/77 | OCTOBERI80 tinue to reign supreme as the single- 

O) JUNE/74 (| MAYI76 0) JULY/78 | OCTOBER/81 most powerful and awesome combi- 

FEBRUARY/75 (| JULY/76 0) SEPTEMBER/78 ee 

)_MAYI75 (| MARCHIT7 [| MARCHI794 nation in the sport. 

SPORTS REVIEW 

() DECEMBER/73 () NOVEMBER/77  () SEPTEMBER/78 (| SEPTEMBER/80 

OC JULYI75 (| JANUARY/78 = JANUARY/79._—s [| DECEMBER/80 

(] JANUARY/76 =) APRILI78 C) APRILI79 1) AUGUSTI83 

Cl MAYI76 Cl MAYI78 (1) JUNE/79 

C) JULY/76 C) JUNE/78 C) JULY/79 
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Jimmy Valiant knows there is strength in num- 
bers. He asked the fans to join him in his war 
against Paul Jones and his men (page 32). 


I 

NAME The career of the Boogie Woogie 
i ADDRESS Man, Jimmy Valiant, seems to be in- 
| city STATE ZIP extricably tied to the love that the 
I BE SURE TO LIST SUBSTITUTE CHOICES fabs fave. tops Bit, In. ann OSE 


iant’s Message To The Fans: ‘It’s 
Time For You To Boogie Woogie!’ ” 
(page 32), Valiant implores his fans to 
rally behind him in his war against 
Paul Jones, a war that is continuing 
to this very day. Valiant's message 
was heard, and the fans have been 

(Continued on page 52) 
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both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- 
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INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 50) 


4 | 


Mr, 


Wrestling If gives discusses strategy with Magnum T.A. before a tag team match, When 


* 
é : 


Magnum teamed with Randy Savage, HI charged that “Magnum T.A. is turning bad’’ (page 48). 


extremely supportive of Jimmy, most 
recently at The Great American Bash 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, where 
Valiant defeated Paul Jones in a dog 
collar chain match. 

A new feature that was added to 
PWI in 1985 was “Scouting Reports,” 
which takes a no-holds-barred look 
at top wrestling stars. Examining the 
strengths and weaknesses of each 
man, “Scouting Reports” is the most 
honest assessment of wrestlers’ tal- 
ents available anywhere in the world. 
Now, for the first time anywhere, 
you can read the “Scouting Reports’ 
for all three major federations in one 
magazine, Turn to page 39 for WWF 
Scouting Reports, page 42 for AWA 
stars, and page 45 for a look at the 
NWA (from the October, August, 
and September 1985 editions, 
respectively). 

“Mr, Wrestling Il’s Explosive Story: 
‘Magnum T.A. Is Turning Bad)!’ 
(page 48) was originally presented in 
our June 1984 issue. In reality, it was 
Wrestling I! who turned bad, for the 
sake of injecting an even greater 


sense of responsibility and concern 
into Magnum’s developing style in: 
the Mid-South area. As you read this 
story, you'll see how Wrestling II 
served as a most important mentor 
to the man who is arguably the most 
popular wrestler in the entire NWA. 

Also in this issue you'll find our 
“Official Wrestling Ratings’ (page 
14), a page of “Ratings Analysis’ 
(page 18), two pages of your letters 
in “The Last Word” (page 68), and 
“Ringside Update:” (page 70), which 
keeps you abreast of the latest big 
developments in wrestling. 

And, of course, there are four 
spectacular full-color pinups in the 
center of this magazine, all suitable 
for framing. These magnificent por- 
traits of Hulk Hogan, The Road War- 
riors, Kerry Von Erich, and “Dr. D” 
David Shultz will look marvelous on 
your walls—well, maybe not Shultz! 

We hope you enjoy this edition of 
PWI Annual, and we hope to see 
you again in three months when we 
present our Spring 1986 edition— 
Happy New Year! O 
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ILLUSTRATED 


BACK ISSUES ™*O—_y 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't miss out 
on the excellence that has made PWI the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! 


AUGUST 1983 


July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik. Cover story: Bruno Sammartino. 


PLUS: Wrestling Il, Race, Ladd, Albano. 


August 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: Ko- 
loff and Smirnoff. Cover story; Bruno vs. 
Zbyszko. PLUS: Idol, Von Erichs, 
Rhodes, Hogan. 


May 1982/COLOR POSTER: Ric Flair. 
Cover story; Wrestling Il vs. Spoiler. 
PLUS: Backlund, McDaniel, Piper. 
June 1982/COLOR POSTER: Nick 
Bockwinkel, Cover story: Adonis & Ven- 
tura. PLUS: Snuka, Patera, Flair. 
August 1982/COLOR POSTER: Dino 
Bravo. Cover story: Steamboat & Rich. 
PLUS: Andre, Martel, Piper, Blassie. 


September 1982/COLOR POSTER: 


Blackjack Mn Jr. Cover story: Tom- 


my Rich. PLUS: Piper, Snuka, Von 
Erich, Martel, AWA Sheiks. 


October 1982/COLOR POSTER: Jerry 
Lawler, Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Rhodes, Graham, Race, Funk Jr. 


December 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ken 
Patera. Cover story: Rick Steamboat. 
PLUS: Rich, Brody, Sullivan, Backlund. 
February 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan 
Putski. Cover story: Rhodes vs. Garvin. 
PLUS: Snuka, Super Destroyer, Bock- 
winkel, Funk, 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


April 1983/COLOR POSTER: Superstar 
Graham. Cover story: Mil Mascaras. 
PLUS: Valentine, Orndorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR POSTER; Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan Ko- 
loff. Cover story: Tommy Rich. PLUS: 
Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, Geigel. 


August 1983/COLOR POSTER: Larry 
Zbyszko. Cover story: Roddy Piper. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il, 


October 1983/COLOR POSTER; Junk- 
a . Cover story: Tommy Rich. 

LUS; Johnson, Adonis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR POSTER: 
Roddy Piper. Cover story: Harley Race, 
PLUS: Santana, Mascaras, Ellering, Val- 
iant, Race. 


December 1983/COLOR POSTER: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Cover story: Dusty 
Rhodes. PLUS: Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1984/COLOR POSTER; Harley 
Race. Cover story: Rick Martel. PLUS: 
Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR POSTER: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Cover story: Greg 
Valentine. PLUS: Super Destroyer, 
Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR POSTER: Rocky 
Johnson. Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Hogan, Andre, Rich, Bundy. 


May 1984/COLOR POSTER: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 

PLUS: Road Warriors, Fabulous Ones, 
Flair, Rotundo, 


June 1984/COLOR POSTER: Dick 
Slater. Cover story: Ted DiBiase. PLUS: 
Wrestling !l, Magnum T.A., Patera, One 
Man Gang, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR POSTER: Paul Eller- 
ing. Cover story: Jimmy Valiant, PLUS: 
JYD, Fabulous Ones, Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR POSTER: Stan 
Hansen. Cover story: Jerry Lawler. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Slaughter, Blackwell & 
Patera, Flair. 


September 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Hulk Hogan. Cover ease The Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL FIFTH ANNIVERSA- 
RY ISSUE—A Look Back At Wrestling In 
The PWI Years. 


October 1984/COLOR POSTER: Billy 
Jack. Cover story: Kerry Von Erich. 
PLUS: Martel, Blanchard, Fabulous 
Blonds, Armstrong, 


November 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Sgt. Slaughter. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Road Warriors, Wind- 
ham. Rotundo. 


December 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Kerry Von Erich. Cover story: Barry 
Windham. PLUS: Rich, Martel, McDan- 
iel, WWF-NWA TV war. 


MAY 1985 


January 1985/COLOR POSTER: Tito 
Santana. Cover story: Road Warriors. 
PLUS: Billy Jack, Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR POSTER: Mag- 
num T.A. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS; Hogan, Backlund, Ellering. 


March 1985/SPECIAL YEAR-END 
AWARDS ISSUE! FOUR PAGE COLOR 
SECTION: poy aes Roddy pe, Ri 
Flair vs. Kerry Von Erich; PLUS: 1984— 
The Year In Review. 


April 1985/COLOR POSTER: Ronnie 
Garvin. Cover story: Jimmy Snuka. 
PLUS: Warriors, Gordy, Flair, Rhodes. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


May 1985/COLOR POSTER; Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL TAG TEAM ISSUE! 
Cover story: Fabulous Ones & Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express, PLUS; Windham & Rotun- 
do, Von Erich & Billy Haynes, PW/ Rates 
Top 15 teams. 


June 1985/COLOR POSTER: Bari 
Windham. Cover story: Dusty Rhodes. 
PLUS; Slaughter, Hogan, Von Erich, 
Magnum T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR POSTER: Sgt. 
Slaughter. Cover story: Hogan vs. Piper. 
PLUS: Road Warriors, One Man Gang, 
Magnum T.A., Martel. 


JUNE 1985 


August 1985/COLOR POSTER: Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express. Cover story: Von 
Erichs. PLUS: Slaughter, Hogan, NWA 
scouting reports. 


September 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Junkyard Dog. Cover story; Magnum 
T.A. PLUS: Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 

scouting reports. 


October 1985/COLOR POSTER: Chris 
Adams. Cover story: Steamboat. PLUS: 
Warriors, Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
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RICK MARTEL 
(Continued from page 23) 


tell someone. Do you realize what 
this could mean to professional 
wrestling? A match like this could 
change the entire face of this sport 
forever.” 

That’s if it comes off, I thought to 
myself. ““Wasn’t becoming AWA 
World. champion enough?” I 
asked, 

“Sure, I’m very proud ot my ac- 
complishment, and I’m proud of 
the organization I represent,” Mar- 
tel responded. “But, to be honest, 
I'm only champion of half the 
world, Flair’s got the rest of it, and 
I want that half, too. 

“I sound like a spoiled child, 
don’t I,” Martel said sheepishly. 
“I’m not one of those guys who 
walks around saying, ‘I want ev- 
erything yesterday.’ You know 
that. It’s just that I want to do 
something that no one has ever 
done before. If I can pull this off, 
I'll be known as the man who re- 
united the world’s heavyweight 
wrestling championship.” 

Martel is so excited about the 
prospects of signing a match with 
Flair that he’s already begun 


‘studying the NWA champion’s 


style, watching tapes of his match- 
es, and looking for sparring part- 
ners who he thinks can duplicate 
Flair’s style in training sessions. 
The AWA champion is quick to 
explain, however, that this extra- 
cumicular activity is not hindering 
his performance in title defenses. 

“I would never let this take 
away from defending my title,” he 
said. “Uniting the titles is a dream. 
The AWA World championship is 
a reality. I can’t let it go. Besides, if 
I do, my dream dies as well. 

“I've been watching two of 
Flair’s matches in particular,” Mar- 
tel continued. “His loss to Harley 
Race in June 1983 and his loss to 
Kerry Von Enrich this past May. I 
wanted to see if there was any- 
thing in particular that they did 
that made the difference in those 
matches. There wasn't. Nothing 
special. 

“If you remember the Race 
match, in that third fall it was just a 
case of Flair being too tired to 
bridge up. He had Race pinned, 
but his shoulders were down, too. 


Martel has studied the match in which Flair lost his title to Kerry Von Erich (below). Rick was at his 
best during his title-winning effort against Jumbo Tsuruta in May (opposite page). Against Flair, he'd 


have to be even better. 


Race lifted his shoulder and Flair 
lost the belt. And when Flair lost 
the belt to Kerry, he was pinned 
with a backslide. You just can't 
kick out of every pinning 
combination.” 

Martel said that defeating Ric 
Flair would take “a good half-hour 


to an hour of the best wrestling of 
my career. 

“This could be the most exciting 
event that professional wrestling 
has ever seen,” Martel said. “All 
Ric Flair has to do is sign on the 
dotted line and it’s all set.” 

Martel seemed to be oversimpli- 
fying the matter. Absent from the 
contract were provisions for date, 
location, and most important, the 
size of the purses. 

“That will be taken care of by 
the promoter,” Martel said. “There 
will have to be a mutually accept- 
ed money arrangement. We're 
talking big, big money. Both of us 
are taking the biggest risks of our 
careers. You see, until we wrestle, 
both of us have a claim to a world 
championship. After the match, 
one of us will lose that claim, plus 
all the money and prestige that 
goes along with it.” 

To the winner, though, goes a 
dinstinction that has not existed for 
almost 30 years. Martel feels it’s 
worth the risk. Flair could not be 
reached for comment. Perhaps he 
was in the gym, working on a title 
reunification strategy of his own. 
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Magnum T.A. cannot understand why Wrestling II is down on Lanny Poffo. Lanny, headlocking 
Larry Higgins (aboye) and executing a backflip pin against Dennis Condrey (opposite right), has 
chosen a separate path from his brother and father. 


continued on as teacher and stu- 
dent, and remained friends and tag 
team partners. 

Their work complete, Apter and 
Wrestling II filed past my door. 
Quickly, I threw my notes in my 
briefcase, picked up an extra set of 
batteries for my tape recorder, 
grabbed my coat, and headed for 
Apter’s office. 

As I approached the door to his 
office, I heard II’s deep, gravelly 
voice. “‘What is this garbage!’’ he 
yelled. Wrestling If had a pile of 
photos in his hands. He flipped 
through them with a fury, throwing 
them onto Apter’s desk when he 
was finished. 

“Why wasn’t I made aware of 
this. Why didn’t I know this?’’ he 
asked. ‘“This is incredible. I can’t 
believe this. What the hell is going 
on here?” 

I walked over to the desk, mak- 
ing sure not to get in II’s way. I 
picked up one.of the photos. It was 
a ring pose of Magnum T.A. 
standing next to Randy Savage, 
Lanny Poffo’s older brother. I un- 
derstood Wrestling II’s rage. I also 
realized that this was a more -im- 
portant story than the one I had 
planned. I turned my tape recorder 
on and inconspicuously put it down 
on the desk. 

“Look at this,’ he said, picking 
the photos off Apter’s desk to take 
a second look. ‘First it was Lanny 


Poffo, and now he’s teaming with 
Randy Savage, Poffo’s brother. 
They’re probably being advised by 
the old man, Angelo Poffo. This 
isn’t good,’’ He shook his head in 
disgust. ‘‘Not good at all.” 

Wrestling II pulled out the pose 
of T.A. and Savage and threw the 
rest of the prints down ‘again. The 
two wrestlers were pictured stand- 
ing in the ring, their hands on their 
hips. Allen was smiling as he 
looked across the ring. He looked 
comfortable being in the ring with 
Savage, as if it was not the first 
time they had been together. 

The photos had been taken on 
Thanksgiving night in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Savage and Allen were 
entered in the annual tag team 
tournament, and had placed second 


behind the winners, Hacksaw 
Butch Reed and Pistol Pez 
Whatley. 


*‘Single wrestlers were teamed up 
by the promoters,’ Apter ex- 
plained. ‘“‘They were teamed up by 
chance. They pulled names out of a 
hat.” 

“Come on, Bill,’ Il said. “If 
you’re’ gonna give me excuses, at 
least give me good excuses. How 
did they get to the finals if this was 
a chance teaming. They had to 
have worked together beforehand. I 
just don’t believe this. What do 
you know about this, Apter? You 
know everything that’s going on. 


C’mon, Bill’ i 


‘Nothing, II,’ Apter replied. 
“Really, I don’t know anything 
about this. No more than you do, 
anyway.”’ 

“This is definitely a sign,’ II 
said. “This is getting way out of 
hand now. The Poffos are gonna 
ruin that boy. They’re dangerous. 
Terry’s still developing. All he 
needs is some idiot like Angelo 
Poffo filling his head with ideas. 
He’ll be teaching him how to hide 
foreign objects, how to hide a 
choke from a referee. Terry doesn’t 
need the illegal tactics. He has real 
talent. We’ve come so far in the 
time we’ve worked together. I have 
to stop this now, whether Terry 
likes it or not. I’m sorry.”’ 

II stormed out of the office. He 
had forgotten that we had an ap- 
pointment, but I had gotten my 
story. 

As I was about to turn off my 
recorder, II came back into Bill’s 
office. ‘‘I1 need these photos, Bill,”’ 
he said, grabbing them off his 
desk. ‘‘Just send me a bill for 
them.”’ 

He turned to leave again, but 
before he did, he looked my way 
and said, ‘‘You can turn off your 
tape machine now, Bua. You’ve 
got your story.” OC 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 12) 


Ric Flair, the NWA champion, whom 
you have wrestled. Your opinion of 
him as a champion. 
BACKLUND: You know, he’s a good 
wrestler, he stays in good shape, he’s 
really colorful, but he does some 
things that | really don’t appreciate in 
the ring. But you've gotta respect the 
guy, he keeps coming back, he works 
hard, and he’s a hard guy to beat. 
APTER: How about Rick Martel, the 
AWA champion? 
BACKLUND: Rick Martel has got a lot 
of spirit, a lot of energy, and a lot of 
drive. He hasn’t had the title that long, 
but | think he’s gonna be a wonderful 
champion, and be a good representa- 
tive for our profession. | enjoy watch- 
ing him wrestle. You know, that’s 
wrestling. Wrestling isn’t pulling hair 
and pulling trunks, it’s trying to com- 
pete with somebody, trying to take 
him off his feet, trying to get him on 
his back, trying to make him submit. 
That’s what wrestling is all about. 
APTER: And finally, of course, Hulk 
Hogan. 
BACKLUND: Well, now, there’s a con- 
troversy there whether you're saying 
he has the title or whether you say he 
has the belt. | feel like | still have the 
title, because | didn’t submit and | 
didn’t give up. He has the belt right 
now. 
APTER: Let's discuss him as a wres- 
tler then. 
BACKLUND: He's a professional wres- 
tler, and I’ve gotta respect everybody 
in professional wrestling, because it 
takes a lot of hard work and determi- 
nation, and the people really like him. 
I technically look at his matches and | 
guess the people could do the same 
thing, and you don’t see him do too 
many wrestling maneuvers. That's 
what | look at to see if somebody is a 
great scientific wrestler. But | can’t put 
him down, he’s successful in what he 
does. 
APTER: Let's discuss, now, the future 
for Bob Backlund. First of all, how 
did you get involved with the new 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Pro Wrestling USA _ television 
program? 

BACKLUND: They approached me 
and asked me if 1 wanted to come and 
wrestle for them, and | told them no 
at first. 

APTER: What were you doing at this 
point? 

BACKLUND; | had gotten a job. | fig- 
ured | wasn’t going to wrestle any- 
more, | was working some in construc- 
tion, | was gonna get a job in 
coaching, maybe at the college or high 
school level, in wrestling. | wasn’t go- 
ing to lower my standards or lower 
my morals or do things that | wasn’t 
proud of. | want my friends out there 
and | want my wife and my daughter 
to be proud to say that they're a 
friend of Bob Backlund’s, not to be 
ashamed of it. And these [Pro Wres- 
tling USA] people talked to me, and 
they convinced me that | wouldn’'t 
have to change my ways if | came and 
wrestled for them. And and | said, ‘I'll 
come and I'll do my best for you.’ 
APTER: What are your immediate 
plans? 

BACKLUND: Vm gonna be making 
some trips overseas, and I’m gonna be 
continuing doing the stuff with the 
kids, and I’m gonna be wrestling with 
Pro Wrestling USA. 
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Backlund and Jimmy Snuka engaged in a classic 
series at Madison Square Garden in 1982, When 
Snuka became a fan favorite, he never got an- 
other title match. 


APTER: Are you looking for a shot at 
the NWA and AWA titles, which are 
both involved in this program? 
BACKLUND: Well, the way Pro Wres- 
tling USA sees it, they have three 
champions. They have the NWA 
champion, who is Ric Flair, they have 
the AWA champion, who is Rick Mar- 
tel, and they have myself. | don’t have 
the belt. But they feel they have a 
champion in me. We're all in the 
same organization, and I’m probably 
going to be meeting up with one of 
the two somewhere down the line. 
APTER: Will you be actually saying 
that it’s a defense of the WWF title 
when you wrestle? 
BACKLUND: If a guy puts me down 
one, two, three, or makes me submit, 
then I've finally lost, and then I’m not 
going to say anymore that I’m the 
titleholder. 
APTER: Before we wrap up, is there 
one thing that you would like to say 
to the fans, to the readers of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated? 
BACKLUND: You know, there's a lot 
of people all over the United States 
who have my box number, and there’s 
(Continued on page 62) 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 60) 


Backlund scores a takedown against Rick Martel 
during their classic AWA title showdown in 
Minneapolis, 


a lot of people who have been writing 
to me. That’s Box 973, Glastonbury, 
Connecticut 06033. People write in 
and they say, “To us you’re still the 
champion, in our hearts you're still the 
champion.” That gave me a lot of 
drive. The WWF, | think, was trying to 
convince me that the people weren't 
supportive of me, that the people 
didn’t care about me. And | felt they 
did, But | had no way of really know- 
ing it. You know yourself that | 
haven’t been on television in the 
WWF for about six months, And | feel 
that they wanted the people to slowly 
forget about me, possibly. And there 
was no way for me to communicate 
with the people. Except now, thank 
God, for Pro Wrestling USA. | can get 
out to the people, and | want to know 
whether they’re behind me or not. 
And if they aren’t, then I'll probably 
have to get out of wrestling. Then | 
will know whether the people are 
gonna want- to support somebody 
that’s just Bob Backlund or do they 
want to support somebody that has 
green hair. I’m gonna be myself, and | 
want to know if the people will sup- 
port somebody that’s just gonna be 
himself. O 
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(Continued from page 25) 


going to please Dusty that a Blan- 
chard would try to degrade the 
image of West Texas State football 
in any way. Already the two are 
on opposite sides of the Mid-Atlan- 
tic “superfeud,” and this absurd 
charge is not going to help any. 

“Dusty is a walking testament to 
low IQ,” Blanchard said. “And he 
doesn’t care at all about showing 
it. Look at what he’s done so far. 
He’s stuck his nose in where it 
doesn’t belong already, and if he 
doesn’t take it out soon, he’s 
gonna lose it.” 

Upon signing for a series of 
matches in the Mid-Atlantic region, 
Rhodes became the fifth compo- 
nent of the feud that .already in- 
volves Blanchard, Wahoo McDan- 
iel, Ric Flair, and Rick Steamboat. 
“I don’t like what I see here,” 
Dusty said. “My friend Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel is a changed man. He’s be- 
ing influenced by the lies of oth- 
ers. He’s being used, especially 
by that obnoxious little Tully Blan- 
chard, the only blemish on the 
West Texas State alumni roll. 

“The only reason Tully Blan- 
chard graduated is because scum 
rises to the top. He’s a lowdown 
thievin’ weasel, a sleazeball, an 
embarrassment to the maroon and 
white of the West Texas State Buf- 
faloes. And as far as his little sto- 
nes go, I won't even credit him 
with a response. After all, daddy, 
The Dream is a first-class guy.” 

Blanchard doesn’t think so, 
though. In fact, he was so sure that 
he would beat Rhodes that he put 
his NWA television title and a 
$10,000 added purse on the line. 
Ultimately, both men were count- 
ed out of the ring and disqualified, 
but both also claimed a moral 
victory. 

Blanchard, whose money and 
TV title were on the line for only 
the first 10 minutes, used the clock 
up by rolling in and out of the 
ring. Dusty caught his opponent 


for only a few seconds at a time, 
inflicting enough punishment to 
remind the TV champ that he’d 
better leave the ring again soon. 
Once the TV time limit was up, 
however, Blanchard got sloppy, 
and Rhodes took the opportunity 
to pound his opponent. 

“Did you see what he did?” 
Blanchard asked. “Did you see 
what that idiot, that stupid fat idiot 
did? I can’t even imagine how his 
brain works. How does he think 
he’s gonna win a match when he 
uses the figure-four leglock out- 
side the ring? How do you wina 


Having thrown Rhodes out of the ring, Blan- 
chard follows up with a vicious series of kicks, 
Dusty is now yery much involved in the Mid- 
Atlantic superfeud. , 
match like that? The referee isn’t 
gonna call for a submission when 
the guys are outside the ring! He’s 
counting us out, and the slob is 
clamping down on the figure-four! 
“You know what I said to my- 
self? I said fine, I don’t care. I still 
have my NWA TV title, and I still 
have my 10 grand. On top of that, 
Dusty made another public display 
of his stupidity, which at least 
amused the crowd. You can un- 
derstand that I want the crowd to 
have as good a time as possible, 
and watching Dusty has to give 
them a good laugh. 
“Tubbo better 


watch out, 


though,” Blanchard said, “because 
I’m just getting a little tired of this 
game. He doesn’t belong. He has 
no reason to be involved in this 
situation. I don’t know why he de- 
cided he had to step in and save 
Wahoo McDaniel. Wahoo told me 
that Dusty never did squat for him. 
Nothing. Zero. Zilch. Now, all of a 
sudden, Rhodes is here to save 
Wahoo from me. Well, I'll tell you 
the real story. Wahoo is a threat to 
them now. For the first time, Wa- 
hoo is his own man and they bet- 
ter watch out, ‘cause they're 
gonna feel the wrath of Wahoo 
McDaniel.” 

Rhodes had a completely differ- 
ent view. “I had to chase that little 
twerp all over the ring,” he ex- 
plained. “I had to drag him back 
into the ring just so I would have 
something to do. He'd roll in to 
stop the referee’s count, and then 
he'd roll right back out. How are 
you supposed to wrestle with the 
phantom coming in and out like a 
yo-yo? 

“So I went after him. I come to 
fight, not to run. If he wants to run, 
he should get rid of those boots 
and get some track shoes. He got 
me mad, and when The Dream 
gets mad, he wants to hit. The little 
brat couldn’t run away from me 
forever, so when I caught him, I 
slapped on that figure-four. I knew 
I wouldn't get the win, but | 
thought the figure-four might slow 
him down the next time. And it 
made me feel real good to see 
Tully scream and wince as I 
cinched down on his legs. 

“He weaseled himself around 
the ring to keep his dirty money 
and his title,” Dusty said, “so I had 
nothin’ to lose. A victory is always 
great, but I accomplished some- 
thing more. I let-this snobby little 
jerk know that The Dream lives 
on, and it’s a dream that even his 
sleazing around can’t kill. Long 
live The Dream.” Oo 


The Natural Way To 
SPEED Up Your Day 


Y¥+ 


zm 


NOW LEGAL! 


Recent breakthroughs in sports medicine for ath- 
letes that must be reviewed by the entire medical 
community, resulted in CHARGE UP. a fast- 
acting, long-lasting fatigue fighter made from 
TOTALLY NATURAL substances! Many athletes 
are using CHARGE UP right now for high energy 
output and top-notch performance with NO 
DRUG-LIKE SIDE EFFECTS! And we know that 
performance can be just as crucfal at home or at 
work as on the ballfield. 


Until now, getting that extra burst of energy to get 
through the day meant using potentially dan- 
gerous and sometimes illegal drugs. NOT any 
more! According to anecdotal evidence: 


%* CHARGE UP * 


* Keeps you going through late-night meetings, 
research or study. 

* Will bounce you out of bed on dreary, listless 
mornings. 

* Gives you the pep to get ready for Friday night 
on the town. 

* Adds the power to face housework when you're 
just too exhausted. 

* Comes in special time-release tablets that last 


hours. 
IT: WORKS! 


Yes! CHARGE UP is a biochemically balanced 
formula of natural ingredients which work with 
your body, not on it. The anecdotal substantiation 
suggests that L-Glutamine increases mental 
awareness, Aspartates produce energy in muscles 
while under stress, a variety of lipotropic agents 
and methyl donors mobilize your body fats. This 
unique formula enhances energy production at 
the cellular level and increases mental awareness. 
it is working for professional athlete’ and it will 
work for you...safely, naturally and legally or 
your money back in full. 


CAUTION. Use not as directed—Persons with existing ail- 
ments should ransull their physician betore use 


©1984 CMG, Inc. 235 W. Haviland Lane. Stamford, Ct. 06903 


BodyScience , Dept. KS 1532 
| PO. Box 4228, Springdale, Ct. 06907 | 


Gentlemen: | want ENERGY. Enclosed is my check or 
money order. Please rush me one bottle of CHARGE 
UP. | understand that if | am not satisfied for any reason, 
| lcan return the unused portion—even the empty bottie | 
—after 30 days for a prompt refund. (N.Y. & Ct. res. 
add sales tax). 
(7 Rush One Bottle (60 Tablets) at $12.95 + $1.50 
(Total: $14.45) postage & handling (code 854). 
| (7 Rush One Bottle (120 Tablets) at $19.95 + $2.00 
(Total: $21.95) postage & handling (code 857). | 
Mr. Mrs. 
tae Mis: | 


CO EEE 


| 2 ——— 


j City—__— | 
I 


] Signature (| am over 18 years of age) _I 


SLIMS-U-DOWN 


NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED 
Here’s the proven and effective way to 
lose pounds and inches quickly. The 
Energizer Capsules contain a strong appetite 
suppressant that helps curb 
your hunger pangs so you can 


LOSE 
lose weight fast. If you can’t WEIGHT 


resist eating, get the help you Now 
need with this powerful diet aid. Qa 
Join the thousands of people 
who are losing weight and feeling . oS) 
great doingit. Energizer program 
comes complete with Diet Tips. 
Money back if not satisfied. 24 
day supply for $6.98. SPECIAL! 48 day supply 
for only $11.98. 
— = a= Money Back Guarantee — — = 
Send to: Rush Ind., Dept. UP79EF 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y, 11507 


NOW...WHITER 
BRIGHTER TEETH 


IN MINUTES! 


Brush on Fabulous Insta-Wite for whiter, brighter 
teeth. That's how simple and easy it is to turn 
dull yellow stained teeth into radiant white teeth 
with Insta-Wite. Insta-Wite works fantastically 
Whitens the most stained yellow teeth as it covers 
up ugly blemishes (coffee, tea and smoker stains) 
and gold fillings Completely safe and harmless 
to gums, teeth and fillings. Used by thousands 
Just penniesa treatment._.Now available to you 
on a special 20 day free trial 
= == == MONEY BACK GUARANTEE = — 

0 1 Bottle for only $4.98 

DO Special! 3 Bottles for only $11.98 


Send to: RUSH IND,, Dept. KW79EG 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 
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# Amazing New Hercuplan 


Curbs 
Appetite 


Guarantees 


>A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."/'ve never looked so great in my life” 
L.D., Chicago /L. "Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seen ina bathing 
suit” L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

== =MONEY BACK GUARANTEE == = = 

Send to; Rush Ind., Inc. Dept, HU79EF 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 
Please send my order today! | 
0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
| O60 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 
0 Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 
| Strength program | 


Ol am adding $1.50 for express service | 

Name | 
| 1  ———$_ SS ae * 
qcity State _____ Zip. | 


| Start your own sii = husiness! ( 


fale 


Train FAST 
at home! 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 
Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extr4 included With Your 


great for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 


millions seek more protection against zooming crime. pasty 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 
sSYSTEems 


Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 


You're.in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training. 
Take advantage of today's unprecedented opportunities. in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 


training. Covers 
all phases of 
Burglar, Hold-Up 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in- 
Stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies, ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
. + : ; i such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, rapidly expanding field asa part of 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- * 
antert Good jabe, too ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
. . phe to crenge ace vein in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Sate-Deposit Box locks. 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men -. 1 ALL SPECIAL TOOLS . r= 
have succeeded in this fascinating oY) a Pt) @ en PAE EOD BCrUD 


and highly profitable field. . . 


“Before enrolling I checked 
other courses and also asked 
Sor advice from several 

locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 


This Pro Key 
Machine can alone © 
add up to $200 a © 
& month to your income. . 


THIS PRO KEY 
MACHINE IS 


andit "tcost < 
rte YOURS TO KEEP! <® 20ti wortcost you a per 
“I always Find out all about it! S It! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 


wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and nowlam... 


thanks to 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information RUSH FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


and details by return mail, DO IT TODAY! COUPON! 10706 Field Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 
Foley-Belsaw 


Fl There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
ET ET Te Le RUSH COUPON TODAY FOLEFBELSAW INSTITUTE = gy. 
David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service 
ie a i 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 
C1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 


“T opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after I enrolled and gives full details about starting my own business in 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” Locksmithing . | understand there is no obligation 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado | BOOKLET! and that no salesman will call 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. | Name — 
Now I have my own business and with train to be your own boss 
hardly any effort I average around $50 in a profitable Sparetime 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” i or Fulitime business of 


Tells how you quickly 


NO RISK Trial Offer! OPY today! State_ Zip 
mS SS ee ges et ee ee 


Address = fj 
City___ = 

Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama thr ae Zhe ais 30-Day Send for your ity a | 

«: YOU Can Do It Too wil 


RINGSIDE UPDATE 
(Continued from page 70) 


Iceman Parsons pinned “Gen- 
tleman” Chris Adams to win the 
World Class American heavy- 
weight title on July 5, and Killer 
Brooks, Mark Lewin, and One 
Man Gang won the World Class 
six-man tag team title from Kevin, 
Kerry, and Mike Von Erich on 
July 7. 

“| am so happy,” Parsons said 
during a _ postmatch interview. 


“This is the first major title I’ve 
held in a long time, brother, and 


Iceman Parsons has been doing a lot of dancing 
since winning the World Class American title 
from Chris Adams. 


its gonna be boogie-down time 
here in the World Class area. The 
fans are behind me all the way, 
and this title is for them. As the 
song says, brother, we are family! 
Yes indeed!” 

Parsons’ victory, which oc- 
curred in Dallas, ended a reign for 
Adams that began when he de- 
feated Kerry Von Erich on Febru- 
ary 8, 1985, also in Dallas. 

Manager Gary Hart gloated af- 
ter his team’s victory over the Von 
Erichs. “Now let’s see what those 
Von Erich children have to say. 
Everyone talks about Texas, they 
talk about the Von Erichs, they 
say they’re the greatest six-man 
team in the world. Not anymore 
they’re not. As of now, they’re 
only so much pure trash!” 

The Von Erichs had held the 
title since December 31, 1984, 
when they won the championship 
from Chris Adams, Gino Hernan- 
dez, and Jake Roberts. O 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #1 
Stories: Hulk Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, 
Action Update 

SUPER CENTERFOLD: The Road 
Warriors (pictured below right) 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #2 
Stories: Magnum T.A., Hulk Hogan, 
Action Update 

SUPER CENTERFOLD: Sot. Slaughter 
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) ve GREATES) BD 
ee © 


| Make check payable and send to: Only t P 
| TVSPORTS 5 
| Roce 3.00 te 

@ e , 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Send me 
Send me 


copies of Super Color Special #1 
copies of Super Color Special #2 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
Please rush my order immediately. | enclose $3:00 for each Super Color Special \'m ordering. | 
Print your name and address clearly | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


t 


State Zip 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 
for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


MICRO- 


bISc 
Manufac- 


tured in the 
Far East, be- 


low U.S. costs. New frontier 


software from $232. 


DOLLS 
Stuffed dolls, 
Porcelain dolls, 
plastic dolls, even 
made - to - order 
dolls, 1,000's 
designs. 


LOCK BLADE KNIFE 
Hundreds other models 


FIELD GLASSES = 
Clearand = s. 


s DIAMONDS AND 
“Ase, SAPPHIRES 
y Low, low prices 


&> from Bangkok 
~~, 


B.L. MELLINGER, Fam 


for FREE REPORT." 


START WITH 24,221 Power toolsail types. Buy 
PRODUCTS! top quality below wholesale. 


Make big profits. 
Many you can buy one at a 


time or order in quantity. Ex- 
ample: one 35mm camera with 
hot shoe and carry case $13.00 
ppd or 12 for $7.41 ppd. Price 
drops to only $5.80 in larger 
quantities. New government 
ruling makes thousands of im- 


ever. You deal direct my Inter- 
national Traders way. Cut out 


dy US ialt re England etc. 

greedy U.S. specialty merchan- 

dise middlemen. Really deal havea 

direct. ® 
\ 


\ 
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EXERCISE MACHINE 
Buy below wholesale to 
cash in now on todays 
booming health craze mar- 
ket. |. T. membership gives 
Rogue you confidential sources. 


GRAND- 


CLOCKS 


LocK 

No keys, Can't be 
picked, For houses, 
offices. Millions 


A HEe 35 mm CAMERA 
with hot shoe 


sales possible. and carrying case. Exciting lingerie 
FA in new wet and 
1000's more dazzling products stretchy fabric 
and black leather. 
you can buy DIRECT! From Midnight 
Confidential information on these Lady, England. 
products is currently given to |.T. Buy below 
members. Monthly reports change wholesale. 


Product offers to give you latest 
money making discoveries. 


PERSONAL GUIDANCE! 


| believe in giving you my personal help! Regularly | meet 
Members at regional closed door Seminars across the 


country. You will be invited to these meetings. 


THE MELLINGER'CO., 6100 Varie!l Ave., Dept. T146A 


Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 


‘ff @ [ J CLIP COUPON, 

e E MAIL TODAY 

PUT AD IN 

Lape dtr cy a WALLET AS 
$05: @ & 


...and I'll tell you exactly how to turn it into big money! 
eeeeeeeceecoaoeenesoee® EAE? 


ous World Trader, 
Internationally-known Mail Order Expert; 
President, Mellinger Co. “I started only a 
few years ago, part time, in my garage with 
less than $100, Today my business empire 
spans the globe. | will help you succeed us- 
ing my personal experience. Mail coupon 


Import opportunities. 


RECONDITIONED CARS 

AND TRUCKS 

Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, Mitsu- 

$47 bishi. Reconditioned to per- 
> « form like new. Make giant 

ports free of any duty whatso profits shipping to Africa 

states, Carribbean Islands, 


CORDLESS DRILL 


below wholesale. 


SUNGLASSES 


Hundreds high fashion styles. 
Sell for big markup. 


\2 


FATHER 


Old world 
workmanship 
from Italy & 
Germany. 
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OY 
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REMINDER 
OF BIG 


AHEAD! 


How to start your own big profit 


HOME IMPORT BUSINESS 


4 yA MY PLAN STARTS YOU FAST...Shows you how to 
ued Buy Below Wholesale 


MEN—WOMEN...Turn Spare Hours or Full Time into INCOME! 


DISCOVER PROFITS OF IMPORT! My Home Mail 
Order Import Business Plan guides your every Steps. 
it is based totally on my personal success. Shows how 
to deal direct and cut out costly middlemen. . .so you 
keep all the profits! I do the "hard work" for you ... 
by traveling the world to find dazzling ''first time of- 


easy fered'’ new imports. The actual sample I will send you 


Free is typical of my import discoveries. You can pick 
and choose from more'than 24,000 products. Deal in 
one product or 1000's. Buy below wholesale. 

YOU CAN START IMMEDIATELY. I arrange free 


rae membership in exclusive International Traders organi- 


zation . . . instantly puts you in direct contact: with 
suppliers abroad. I show how to operate anywhere. 

’ Age no barrier. Ideal for spare time husband/wife or 
retirement business. My report, ''How to Import and 
Export’ tells how to do it. No obligation. No salesman 
will call. Certificate brings your free gift sample import 
and everything else. FREE CATALOGS! 


Superior quality PET CARRIERS Now! Quick Double Profits 
below wholesale. bio antes As a Member of International 
pers, Creat dng Traders you also get free cata- 
A Toad Eesy eloas SN logs of specialty merchandise 
polyvinyl. Cash to order at rock-bottom prices 
GENUINE __ in fast offering OS from big U.S. Warehouse. 
JADE to pet shops & 


Products subject availability, 


NECKLACE markets. Price fluctuation, 


ONE SAMPLE IMPORT - FRE 


B. L. Mellinger/The Mellinger Co. 
6100 Variel Ave., Dept. T1464 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 


Send FREE REPORT, “How to Import 
and Export” . . . also actual Free Sample 
Import. Everything you send me is mine 
to keep without obligation. Show me 
how | can start a profitable home busi- 
ness of my own, 


am 


IMPORTANT! 
Your initials must ap- 
pear below to qualify 
for Free Sample !m- 
port. Because of high 
cost and limited sup- 
ply, | hereby agree to 
limit my request to 
One, and one ONLY, 


LOU Ce 
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Kame Age Free Sample Import. | 

have not previously 

Address requested this Free 

; sample. | am _ over 
City 18 years of age, < 
ere Zip Initial here SS 
< \ SAS 
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PREMIUM 


BACK ISSUES 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our 
line. All of these magazines contain a color section, and 
many were newsstand sellouts. They are priced at only 
$3.00 each, so don’t delay, order today. 


WRESTLER 


ANNUAL 


This special collection of 
the most requested stories 
published in The Wrestler 
includes two fabulous colo 
spinups in each issue. 


FALL/83 


Color pinups: 
SteamboaUBravo 


in 


PRO aT enh 
WRESTLING zeus 
ILLUSTRATED ig za 

ANNUAL fteraee 

Each collection includes ame 
a spectacular four page = i , 
full-color section. ~ ai 


SPRING/83 


} 


WINTER 84 


WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 


Each issue features 
a spectacular full- 
color centerfold 
Action Gallery of 
one of wrestling’s | 


SUMMER/85 


SUMMER/83 


WINTERI/83 SPRING/84 


Color Action Gallery: 
Tommy Rich 


hottest stars. 7 ow 

FALL/83_ SPRING/84 
WRESTLING 84 aa =| 
WRESTLING 85 c 


Printed entirely on slick 
Paper, each magnificent 
issue is jam-packed with 
at least 16 pages of full- 
color photos! 


Color features | 
include: 
ant, Rhodes, 
igntine, DiBIase I 


i, 4 
SUMMER/84 


| PREMIUM BACK ISSUES 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 
O Fall/84 0 Summer/85 
Winter/84 
Spring/85 
PRO WRESTLING 
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© Winter/84 
© Spring/8s 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
1) Summer/85 


Winter/83 Oo 
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Winter/84 


Spring/85 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 

T.V. SPORTS ONLY 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH 

Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $. ____ aS payment 

in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 

In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 

Name = = —_= 

Address ___ = Apt — ——— 

City _ eS. SS _ = 

State _ Zip___ = 


WRESTLING 1984/85 


© Summer/84 () Spring/85 
Summer/85 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail,\and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S. funds only. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


THE LAST WORD 


Gota comment or pointof LAST WORD 


view you wanttoshare BOX 48 
with other readers? Send ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
your lettersto: NY 11571 


FEED THE WORLD 

With so much worldwide attention being focused 
on the famine in Ethiopia, it makes me sick every 
time I see a picture of Kamala, and your color pinup 
}in the Summer 1985 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Annual really made me gag. Look at the flesh hang- 
ing off of his frame. It’s as if someone dipped the 
Pillsbury Dough Boy into a vat of chocolate. Doesn't 
he have any feelings toward his starving African 
brothers? Can he be so insensitive to their plight? 

I've heard that Kamala can consume an entire side 
of beef in a single sitting. This to me condemns the 
man more than his past employment as a death 
camp guard in Uganda. What a pig! What a callous, 
vicious, corpulent slob! I wish someone, maybe Set. 
Slaughter, would chop Kamala up into hamburger 
meat. At pounds, he would make 1,468 quarter- 


) 


eas — Paix, tea ; 
Giant Kamala is a 468-pound disgrace, writes Sandy Stafford. Sandy 
feels the problem of world hunger could be solved if Kamala could be 
chopped up and distributed to the needy! 
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pound patties (before cooking), and that would cer- 

tainly keep at least a couple of hungry little stomachs 

full for several weeks. While Kamala might not qual- 

ify as gourmet cuisine, at least he’d be more useful 
on the barbeque then in the ring. 

SANDY STAFFORD 

Rye, NY 


HART OF THE MATTER 

He's sneaky. He's ugly. He would lie, cheat, and 
swindle his own mother if he thought a buck could 
be made but, it doesn’t matter to me, because I think 
Gary Hart is the coolest and hippest guy in wrestling 
today. First of all, the guy is a natural born come- 


Gary Hart is a man with few fans, but he can always count on the 
support of Walter Lockman, who writes, ‘Hart is a man who combines 
great personality with a strong commitment to his profession.” 
dian. When he grabs the microphone and goes into 
his monologue, I laugh so hard | almost make in my 
pants. I think the entire wrestlling world underesti- 
mates the technical and managerial skills of Mr. Hart. 
He is capable of taking any wrestler and turning him” 
into a champion. Hart is a man who combires great 
personality with a strong commitment to his profes- 
sion. | am proud to be his fan. 

WALTER LOCKMAN 

Ft. Worth, TX 


APPLAUSE FOR US 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual is the perfect 
compliment to anyone’s wrestling collection. It allows 
the fan to sit back and marvel at how unpredictable 
the world of wrestling is. In the Summer ’85 issue, 
the story on Dusty Rhodes: “Has Dusty Rhodes 
Turned His Back On The American Dream?,” filled 
me with embarrassed laughter. | remember when 
that story ran in Pro Wrestling Illustrated back in 
1983. My reaction was one of absolute astonishment. 


oe 


After the way Dusty Rhodes took care of business last year, reader 
Rusty Murphy will never doubt “The American Dream”’ again. 


I'm a big Dusty Rhodes fan (although I’m not quite as 
big as Dusty) and I couldn’t believe that he could 
turn on his ideals and on his fans all for-the fleeting 
taste of personal glory. 

Of course now, two years later, after Dusty’s “Ta- 
kin’ Care of Business” tour, I could kick myself for 
having such little faith. I'll certainly never sell Dusty 
short again. It just goes to show how terrific a maga- 
zine Pro Wrestling Illustrated is if 1 look forward to 
re-reading the stories again in PWI Annual. Keep up 
the smashing work. 

RUSTY MURPHY 
Lindenhurst, NY 


GOOD GUYS DON’T 

I'd like to comment on Bruce Jackson’s letter in 
Summer’s PWI Annual about the possibilities of 
Jimmy Snuka getting a shot at Hulk Hogan’s title. 
Forget about it, Brucie. There is no way that the 
WWF will promote a title match between Hogan and 


As a rulebreaker, Jimmy Snuka received a title shot with WWF cham- 
pion Bob Backlund back in 1982. ‘Last Word’ contributor Pat 
Stingone doesn’t expect to see him in the ring with Hulk Hogan, 


Snuka. The only way for that match to take place 
would be for one of those two men to resume their 
evil and illegal styles. Fan favorites mix about as well 
as oil and vinegar in the WWF. Watch for Hogan to 
wrestle the same, boring kind of rulebreaker as long 
as he is able to wrestle. Then, after Hogan is through 
beating up on them, he will probably fall into a 
massive feud with Snuka. You can always count on 
the WWF to provide the fans with the most boring 
combinations of matches possible. 
PAT STINGONE 
Seattle, WA 


A SUGGESTION 

A suggestion: Why don’t you guys do a “Ratings 
Analysis” of each federation over the last 20 years? 
That way you could pick out trends, analyze what 
were the dominating forces in certain years, and 
then maybe predict the path that wrestling will take 
in the future. | love when your magazines run spe- 
cial features, and | think this one would provide 
interesting research for your staff and interesting 
copy for us readers. : 

PAM KALKBERN 
Miami O 
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UPDATE: 

SHELBY, NORTH CAROLINA 

The tag team of Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson, better known 
as The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, are 
the new NWA World tag team 
champions. 

Morton and Gibson won the 
championship belts on July 7 in 
Shelby, North Carolina, defeating 
the team of Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev. (Though it 
was Ivan and Nikita Koloff who 
originally won the belts from 
Dusty Rhodes and Manny Fer- 


The Rock ’n’ Roll Express—Robert Gibson and 
Rick Morton—have captured the NWA World 
tag team belts from Ivan Koloff and Krusher 
Khrushchey. 

nandez, any two of the three men 
in the Russian team were permit- 
ted to defend the title). 

Morton scored the pinfall over 
Ivan Koloff when he hit the Rus- 
sian with a dive from the top rope 
and held his shoulders to the mat 
for a three-count. 

’“This is the greatest day in our 
careers!’ exclaimed a_ jubilant 
Rick Morton. “Everyone had been 
saying how the Russians had a 
lock on the belts, and how they 
were maybe even better than The 
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Road Warriors! Well, we proved 
that we’re better than the Rus- 
sians! So now bring on the War- 
riors, bring on The Midnight Ex- 
press, bring on anyone you want! 
We're ready, brother!’’ 

Some. observers of the NWA 
wrestling scene have speculated 
that the Russian team was weak- 
ened by the fact that in recent 
months they concentrated too 
heavily on Nikita’s July 6 match 
with NWA World champion Ric 
Flair, and not enough on refining 
the tag team style of Ivan Koloff 
and Krusher Khrushchev. 


UPDATE: 

. BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

Tito Santana is once again the 
WWF Intercontinental champion. 
Tito regained the title by defeating 
Greg “The Hammer’ Valentine 
on July 6 in a steel cage match in 
the Baltimore Civic Center. 

The victory marks the begin- 
ning of Santana’s second reign as 


After several failed attempts, Tito Santana was 
able to recapture the WWF Intercontinental title 
from Greg Valentine. 


With Bill Apter 


Intercontinental champ; Tito’s first 
title reign came to an end after 
more than seven months when 
Valentine captured the title on 
September 24, 1984, in London, 
Ontario. 

Santana becomes the third 
man in the six-year existence of 
the Intercontinental title to wear 
the belt on two occasions; Pedro 
Morales and Magnificent Muraco 
are also two-time titlists. 

Santana’s victory sparked a 
flurry of speculation in the WWF. 
Critics and followers of WWF de- 
velopments are already asking 
how Valentine’s loss of the title 
will affect his relationship with his 
manager, Jimmy Hart. 

In the wings for a title shot: 
Magnificent Muraco, who no 
doubt feels pangs of jealousy at 
being one of three two-time Inter- 
continental titlists. It is likely that 
the Hawaiian star will begin a 
campaign against Santana to be 
the only three-time Intercontinental 
champ. 

Also of note is the fact that sev- 
eral WWF insiders have ex- 
pressed concern about the condi- 
tion of Santana’s right leg, which 
underwent arthroscopic surgery 
about six months ago. With San- 
tana now facing a rigorous sched- 
ule of title defenses, one has to 
wonder how Santana’s knee prob- 
lems will affect his current title 
reign. 

UPDATE: 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

Two major title changes have 
taken place in the World Class 
area. 

(Continued on page 65) 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN ‘3 5,40,15 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN-—a curvier, glamorous figure. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 

at the end of 7 days, you haven't 

started to gain pounds and inches 

and to look better and to feel better 

... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 

Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 

a gain weight, don't keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 

money back immediately, 

. no questions asked! 


If you had started this amazing method justa 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be up to 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
... a8 thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 
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thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat. .. your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh ... so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don’t take our word tor It. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 


own home at our risk. Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start, Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don’t feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt. , . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost, 

On the other hand, if it doesn't work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


VITAL NOTE 
A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight, 


rv — 7 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY = == 4 


GAIN PRODUCTS , Dept. G8 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | am 
fot satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
questions asked. 
(2 One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
© SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 
O SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 

Enclosed is $ 


O cash, O check or O money order 


NAME 


please print 


. of safe, pure ingredients, contains ADDRESS 
. @ skinny, scrawny body is no asset nothing which could possibly harm you, 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN and may even be taken with complete city 
Pian a chance to help build you up and safety by children. 
put firm flesh on you. 
STATE ZIP 


GAIN PRODUCTS « 535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017) go 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


io | NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY t 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


ILLUSTRATED 


PWI T-SHIRT A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- PWI BUMPER STICKER 


screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional, look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9V% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (33% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button Proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT. 
ONE “SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER. STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 


Box 48 
PWIT-SHIRT Rocivite: Centra: NY-1H571 


GOschy See Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


NAME 

ADDRESS f APT 

CITY | + STATE-2ir. 
TOTAL AMOUNT Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 


funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small ()Medium OLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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